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Editorial 


UN Must Halt Soviet Genocide 
Against Jews | 


HE CULTURAL GENOCIDE which the Soviet 
Union has practiced in recent years against 
the Jews, eradicating every last remnant of 
Jewish group existence, now appears to be giv- 
ing way to plans for outright extinction of the 
Jewish people in the U. S. S. R. and its satellites. 
The anti-Semitic trial in Prague has been fol- 
lowed in rapid succession by a violent campaign 
against Jews in Poland, East Germany, Ruma- 
nia and the condemnation of Jewish doctors in 
Moscow on trumped up charges of assassinating 
some Soviet leaders and planning the medical 
murder of others at the order of the Joint Dis- 
tribution Committee—a philanthropic Américan 
Jewish organization that has been dispensing re- 
lief to the needy for more than three decades. 

It is scarcely necessary to dwell on the ab- 
surdity of the charges against the Jewish doc- 
tors in Moscow. They are on a par with those 
levelled against the Jewish people at the Prague 
trial. They are an extension of the Nazi big 
lie about the Jews. 

But the absurdity of the Soviet charges 
against Jews and Jewish organizations does not 
in any way lessen the danger. Hitler, too, was 
at first laughed off as inconsequential because 
of the insanity of his accusations—and later the 
world counted its dead in the millions because 
his mania had not been taken seriously. 

It should be clear to all that more than the 
lives of half a dozen Jewish doctors in Moscow, 
or of a handful of politicians, big and small, in 
Prague, Bucharest, East Berlin and Warsaw is 
at stake. What is at stake now is the physical 
survival of two and a half million Jews caught 
behind the iron curtain, and of Jews in any 
other country that might fall under Soviet 
sway as a result of communist aggression. 


The world and the Jewish people would be 
guilty of unforgivable negligence were they to 
ignore the import of the widely-ramified Soviet 
campaign against the Jewish people. When 


_ communist regimes revive and vigorously spread 


the Nazi myth of the Jews as a criminal people 
determined to subvert and destroy governments 
and leaders of governments, they do so because 
they aim to exterminate the Jewish people as 
such. They would not resort to such means if 
they were concerned only with a handful of 
dissidents in their midst. Their goal is the entire 


| Jewish people. 


Comment 


No time must be lost. Twenty years ago, 
when Hitler came to power, the civilized world 
tarried, unable to take him seriously. This gave 
the Nazis encouragement in their belief that 
they could wipe out the Jewish people without 
serious protest. Today we have learned our 
lesson. The rulers in the Kremlin are practical 
people. They have their ear cocked to the voice 
of the world. If they see no strong reaction to 
their murderous program, they will proceed to 
implement it without delay. 

World-wide protests are in order. But pro- 
tests alone are not enough. Today there exists 
an instrument of international authority com- 
petent to deal with such cases, that was not in 
existence when the Nazis came to power. We 
are, of course, referring to the United Nations. 
The League of Nations of 1932 was a weak 
farce. Some of the greatest powers of the world 
did not belong to it. The United Nations, 
though far from being all-powerful, is in a 
much stronger position to act. The United 
Nations must, without delay, give this matter 
its attention. The Soviet Union should be asked 
to allow a UN commission to examine at first 
hand the plight of the Jews in the communist 
countries and to recommend redresses of wrongs 
already committed and measures to prevent the 
further obliteration of the two and a half mil- 
lion Jews. Failure to cooperate on the part of 
the Soviet Union and its satellites should be 
followed by appropriate disciplinary measures. 

There may still be time to salvage something 
from the wreckage of the Jewish communities 
behind the Iron Curtain. Delay would be fate- 
ful. The world must not remain silent. 


Beware of Communist Frameups 


cr WOULD BE WELL for all Jewish organizations 

in the freé world to be on their guard against 
a wave of communist frameups. This is not an 
idle warning motivated by distaste for the 
Stalinist fraternity. The threat of frameups— 
made in an effort to silence Jewish protests 
against the anti-Semitic trials in Prague and 
Moscow—comes from the communists them- 
selves. We are merely publicizing their threat 
and calling attention to the fact that they are 
morally capable of carrying it out. 

Jewish communists in France have circulated 
the following printed screed: “... we do not 
have the power to prevent you from organizing 
protest meetings [against the Prague trial] and 
adopting resolutions with which you make 








4 





yourself agents of the warmongers and prepare 
the minds for an anti-Soviet crusade along Hit- 
ler’s lines. But should you decide to do so... 
we will feel compelled to publicize in the press, 
and we will also prove it, that the Zionists are 
traitors to their countries, that they teach their 
children to be deserters and withdraw their 
wealth from the countries where they live. This 
is major treason against the countries where 
they live... .” 

In coming months it will be well to keep this 
communist threat, or promise, in mind. They 
will no doubt seek to stir up anti-Semitic ele- 
ments wherever they find them. They are not 
above such doings. People who glorified the 
murderous Mufti of Palestine as a revolutionist 
and gleefully justified a pact with Hitler are 
capable of everything. Jewish organizations are 
now forewarned. 


The Pattern of Anti-Semitism 


r IS REMARKABLE how the pattern of anti- 
Semitism repeats itself, in the Soviet Kremlin 
as well as in Yorkville, in Czarist Petrograd and 
in medieval Spain, in the councils of the Mufti 
as in latter-day “Socialist” Prague. It is the re- 
frain of nearly all hardened anti-Semites that 
they are not anti-Jewish. Czar Nicholas II, 
whose government organized bloody pogroms 
against the Jews of Russia, addressed a letter to 
his “Beloved Jews” when the country entered 
the first World War. The inquisitors of medieval 
Spain who delighted in roasting Jews alive dis- 
claimed all anti-Semitic intent. What? They 
be anti-Jewish? God forbid. It was not the 
Jews they hated; it was the Jews’ “heresies and 
nd 33 2 
sins” they loathed. They were merely trying 
to purify the Jews of the dross of their false 
beliefs. The Mufti also loved Jews. He only hated 
“Zionists.” Did he not encourage and partici- 
pate in the extermination of six million Jews? 
Well, it’s this way, he was only fighting ‘Zion- 
ist imperialism.” Joe McWilliams, the anti- 
‘Semitic agitator of the thirties, also did not hate 
Jews. He never even referred to them as such. 
He always talked about “Eskimos” who “have 
taken over the United States” and must be up- 
rooted. Father Coughlin, too, was not an anti- 
Semite—he said. He had nothing at all against 
Jews as such... He only hated “Jewish capitalists 
and bankers.” Pravda denies being anti-Semitic 
at the very moment that it carries on a witch- 
hunt against “Zionist, cosmopolitan, bourgeois- 
nationalist Jews.” And Gottwald, president of 
Czechoslovakia, piously repudiates anti-Semitism 
even while his prosecutor inquires about the 
“Jewish descent” of his victims. 
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The communist and fellow-traveler publica- 
tions in this country are now indulging in a 
veritable orgy of denials. At the slightest drop 
of a hat they—like the proverbial maiden who 
always carries affidavits from former boy friends 
testifying to her virginity— produce “creden- 
tials” and quote an unused paragraph in the 
Soviet constitution and an ancient and equivocal 
statement by Stalin to prove their innocence. 
They also widely employ an old trick used by 
thieves throughout the centuries—the trick of 
crying “catch the thief” and thus diverting at- 
tention from themselves. In this country they 
are shedding bitter tears over the “wave of 
anti-Semitism” that is presumably engulfing us 
here. 

It is not likely that any appreciable number 
of persons will, at this late date, be taken in by 


these fraudulent practices. Though every year- 


produces a new crop of political innocents, and 
swindlers are never entirely devoid of victims. 
But even for the sake of these few it is impor- 
tant to point out that the Soviet Union and its 
satellites are merely acting true to anti-Semitic 
form when they officially deny the os 
significance of their acts. 


Our Weapon—“The Voice of 
Jacob” 


HE STATE OF EXHAUSTION from which the 
Zionist movement as a whole has been suffer- 
ing during the past few years, after its heroic 
efforts during the establishment of Israel, has 
once again been manifested in a particularly 
pathetic and humiliating fashion in recent weeks. 
When a movement lacks the will to defend it- 
self, when it responds with tired and sluggish 
motion to an assault of the type that has now 
been launched against it by the entire bloc of 
communist countries, then we cannot avoid the 
obvious conclusion that its vitality is low indeed 
and radical therapy is urgently needed. 

The Zionist movement has been made the 
target of attack. Moscow, Warsaw, Prague, 
East Berlin, Budapest, Bucharest and the power- 
ful and unscrupulous communist movement 
throughout the rest of the world are now staging 
their attack on the Jewish people through the 
Zionist movement. Even such non-political, 
non-Zionist philanthropic organizations like 
Joint Distribution Committee are attacked as 
Zionist. One might have expected that the 
American Zionist Council—since it is pinpointed 
as the chief target because it is both American 
and Zionist—would leap to its own defense and 
to the defense of the Jewish people as such, that 
it would leave no stone unturned to expose the 
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communist libels and to mobilize public opinion 
against this new attempt against the existence 
of the entire Jewish people. But no such thing 
has happened. There were some mild protests, 
a few press releases, some statements couched in 
the “Shame on you, Mr. Murderer,” type of 
disapproval, and that has been all, so far. Even 
an organization like the Jewish Labor Commit- 
tee, which is not the direct target of the com- 
munist onslaught, has shown more energy and 
enterprise in its reactions. It was this committee 
that organized mass meetings and evoked from 
President Eisenhower and Truman statements 
of condemnation. It was this Committee that 
sought to present a note of protest to Soviet 
Ambassador Zarubin, and picketed the Soviet 
embassy in Washington when Zarubin curtly 
refused to receive them. 


But the Zionist movement, whatever its plans 
of action for the future, has so far failed to rise 
to the challenge. Worse yet, a degree of shame- 
ful pettiness has been manifested in at least one 
instance. We are referring to the statement is- 
sued by the Zionist Organization of America 
(General Zionists) which rightly called upon the 
Soviet Union to permit Russian Jews to leave 
the country and then indulged in the improbable 
boast that it (the ZOA) was willing to under- 
take the financing of the transfer of the Jews of 
Russia to Israel. It was a good “publicity 
stunt.” It was also a “bargain.” ‘The Soviet 
Union, unfortunately, is not likely to let its Jews 
depart. And even if by some improbable miracle 
it were to let them go, the ZOA would not be 
called upon to make good its promise. Since 
when does the ZOA finance the transfer of 
threatened Jewish communities? When did it 
ever do so in the past? For this purpose there 
exists the Jewish Agency. It was a maneuver 
that no doubt paid off right away with many 
“inches of publicity;” it also no doubt provided 
a good laugh to the communists, and made them 
snicker at the trivial and self-seeking tactics 
some Zionists are capable of even at a moment 
like the present. 

But disregarding the peccadiloes of the ZOA, 
it is important to point out that the Zionist 
movement in America must lose no more time 
and undertake a broad program of defense action 
against the mounting attacks of the communist 
countries. Jewish defense activities have always 
suffered from a high degree of ineffectiveness. 
This has been and still remains perhaps the chief 
weakness of a scattered people. Israel has reduced 
this ineffectiveness to some extent. It will now 
be possible for the representatives of Israel to ex- 
pose the communist slanders before the UN. 
Jewish leaders will no longer have to pace the 
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corridors of diplomats.and humbly beg and plead 
before their case can be brought before the 
forum of world public opinion. But this does 
not absolve the American Zionist Council of the 
duty to take an active and leading part in the 
campaign of self-defense. It is true that Amer- 
ican Zionists have but one, not very efficient, 
weapon at their disposal—the traditional “Voice 
of Jacob”—words, protests, arousing the con- 
science of the world to the dire threat imperilling 
millions of Jews. It is likewise true that the 
cynical rulers of the Kremlin are not likely to 
be overawed by mere protests and appeals. They 
readily understand only one language — the 
language of force. (“How many divisions does 
the Pope have?” Stalin sneered when it was 
pointed out to him during the war that the 
Catholic Church might be an effective instru- 
ment in combatting the Nazis.) 

The “Voice of Jacob” is the only weapon 
American Jews have in the present emergency. 
It must therefore be used, whatever its deficien- 
cies. Even weak weapons gain effectiveness 
when used in a good cause. Much valuable time 
has already been lost. The Zionist movement in 
this country must lose no more time. 


- Young and Already Corrupt 


sans EXISTS in this country a small Jewish 

youth oragnization called Hashomer Hatzair 
(Young Guard) that has keen ideologically 
affliated with the pro-Soviet Mapam party in 
Israel. This organization, like its parent body, 
has always been an anomaly, trying. to combine 
worship of Stalinism with active Zionism. In 
the past some of its vagaries have been over- 
laoked, partly because of its Zionist work and 
partly out of indulgence to the youthfulness 
of its members. Adult organizations did not 
insist on logic or political consistency from well- 
intentioned youngsters. 

The anti-Semitic trial in Prague could not be 
stomached even by Mapam in Israel and led to 
the explosion of that party into a number of 
splinters. But Hashomer Hatzair in this coun- 
try took the Prague trial in its stride. The Jan- 
uary issue of its publication, The Young Guard, 
presents an instance of a youth organization 
suffering from an advanced state of corruption. 
Discussing the Prague trial The Young Guard 
innocently announces that it “cannot and need 
not believe” the anti-Semitic character of the 
trial, that a “‘careful analysis of the testimnoy 
of witnesses” fails to reveal any such motivation, 
but that “the American Jewish world” is in- 
dulging in “a storm of venom” against the 
communist countries. 








This can no longer be shrugged off as a case 
of adolescent irrationality. One of the chief 
witnesses at the Prague trial was Mordecai Oren, 
a leader of the Hashomer Hatzair movement 
for more than a quarter of a century. He had 
been arrested while visiting Prague more than 
a year ago and, after being held incommunicado 
for many months, “‘confessed” to being a Zion- 
ist spy in the employ of the British Intelligence 
Service since 1934. He thus testified at the trial. 


It might have been.expected that before Ha- 
shomer Hatzair proceeded to urge the “Ameri- 
can Jewish world” not to indulge in a “storm 
of venom” it would, as befits an educational 
youth organization uncorrupted by political 
trickery, proceed to clarify its attitude toward 
its own leader and spiritual mentor Mordecai 
Oren. But The Young Guard does not even 
mention him in its “analysis” of the Prague Trial. 
We will therefore ask Hashomer Hatzair those 
questions which it should have asked itself. Does 
Hashomer Hatzair believe Oren’s testimony? In 
that case how can it declare piously that ‘the 
Zionist movement does not maintain .. . espio- 
nage agents in any country?” If, on the other 
hand, it rejects Oren’s “confession” as a com- 
munist frameup against an outstanding Hasho- 
mer Hatzair leader, then why did it not brand 
it as such? Even the experienced politicians of 
Mapam in Israel realized that they could not 
evade the Oren problem and sought consola- 
tion behind a flimsy formula that his arrest and 
“confession” had been an exceptional “tragic 
misunderstanding.” But the young people of 
Hashomer Hatzair in New York, apparently less 
sensitive than their mentors in Mapam, cynically 
avoid mentioning Oren and blithely proceed to 
preach a “factual approach” to others. 

It is not necessary to waste space on the other 
profundities of the Hashomer Hatzair editgrial 
on the Prague Trial. Despite the stress on the 
“Jewish descent” of the defendants in Prague, 
despite the anti-Semitic sneers at the faulty 
Czech accent of the Jewish “cosmopolitans,” 
despite the Czech Prosecutor’s description of 
Oren as an “international apache type,” Hasho- 
mer Hatzair, concludes that no anti-Semitism 
was in evidence and rushes to defend the Czech 
“People’s Democracy” from the “storm of ven- 
om” of “American Jews.” 

This kind of irresponsibility on the part of 
Hashomer Hatzair cannot be condoned as mis- 
guided youthful error. There is too much calcu- 
lated falsification in it, and public opinion may 
justly demand that Hashomer Hatzair face the 
issues and state its opinion frankly. If Hashomer 
Hatzair wants to ally itself with the Stalinist 
anti-Jewish wave, that is its privilege in a free 
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country, but in that case it should, in the name _ 
of decency, cease to describe itself as a Zionist}did ne 
youth organization. If it wants to remain Zion-{20t §] 
ist, then it must take a forthright stand on suchjship t 
issues as the “confession” of its leader Mordecai kind. 
Oren. Even a youth organization has certai They 
minimum responsibilities. Hashomer Hatzair ig1se 
not expected to provide valid counsel and guid- + He f 
ance in the present disturbed times. But it day is 
should at least practice candor. A youth organ- of pec 
ization that resorts to such tricky evasion as} they : 
The Young Guard is too corrupt to conduct}to Wo 


educational work of any kind. princi 
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Farband—Forty Years Old | .cceu 
Far 


Passann — LABOR ZIONIST ORDER is observing 

its fortieth anniversary in 1953. Forty years 
is a long time in the life of any organization, and 
Farband has indeed undergone great and far- 
reaching developments during these four de- 
cades. From a small, little-known and even less 
understood organization struggling to gain a 
hearing amid the welter of organizations and 
groups that thronged Jewish immigrant life in 
America during the early years of this century. 
Farband has grown in size and stature. Now it 
is known and has branches in every Jewish com- 
munity of any size in the country. Its activi- 
ties have gained for it recognition and respect. 
Its influence has contributed to the molding 
of Jewish life in America and its activities have 
left an impression on Jewish communities in 
other countries. 

But though Farband has grown and changed 
with the years, adapting itself to the require- 
ments of each decade and shaping its policies to 
the pressing needs of the hour, it has remained 
steadfast in its adherence to the basic principles 
which guided it from its inception. These in- 
cluded service to the members in the form of 
mutual aid in time of need; raising the educa- 
tional level of the membership and of the Jew- 
ish community as a whole; defending the in- 
terests of the Jewish people wherever these are 
attacked and giving support to constructive 
efforts; activities leading to greater freedom for 
the Jewish people in the midst of a world freed 
from injustices and wrongs. 

In some respects the activities of Farband 
radically differ today from those of forty years 
ago. The membership of Farband, like the Jew- 
ish community of which it is a part, no longer 
consists of recent immigrants. Forty years ago 
the fellowship offered by Farband was of a 
relatively primitive order—it was the fellow- 
ship sought by people who felt lost and forlorn 
in the midst of a new world whose ways they 
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ame 
onist}did not know and whose language they could 
Zion4not speak. Today Farband still offers fellow- 
such{ship to its members, but this is of a different 
Jecaif kind. The members are at home in this country. 
‘tain} [hey have struck economic roots; they have 
tir iqtaised families; they “know their way around.” 
uid} The fellowship which Farband offers them to- 
it it}day is one of kinship of spirit, the fellowship 
gan-|of people who join in one organization because 
n as{they share the same basic principles and want 
duct|to work together for the advancement of these 
principles. It is the fellowship of people who 
have the same social, political and cultural in- 
terests. It is a fellowship of living and working 
together. , 
Farband’s mutual aid program has not changed 
basically in this time. The principle of mutual 
a aid itself does not change. The Farband mem- 
ber of today needs assistance and moral support 
: “|from his fellow-members in time of illness just 
lew as he did forty years ago. Though he may to- 
€S8!day obtain help from various health insurance 
as i organizations and his economic status may en- 
an! able him to pay for competent medical service, 
© 11) there is no substitute for the warmth of friend- 
UrY-| ship coupled with material aid which an organ- 
W iC) ization like Farband can extend to him in his 
oM-!hour of need. 
mi The educational activities of Farband have 
haus undergone great change yet have not altered in 
act principle. Forty years ago Farband sponsored 
in| evening classes to teach English to Jewish immi- 
grants, parallel with its efforts to raise the mem- 
bers’ general cultural level and to introduce 
them to the wealth of Jewish culture. Today 
there exists little need to teach English to new- 
comers. But the general and growing estrange- 
ment from Yiddish and Hebrew cultural values 
confronts the Farband educational program with 
serious problems. How best adapt the schools 
for children which Farband has built up to 
meet present-day needs? How counteract the 
cultural estrangement of adults? Are day schools 
the answer to the problem? If so, how are the 
means needed for such a purpose to be raised? 
Farband has been Zionist from its inception. 
sed | It has believed that Eretz Israel was destined to 
become the home of Jewish political sovereignty 
nd |even when many Zionists were not so sure but 
tn that some other territory might be preferable 
wy |t0 Palestine as a center of Jewish immigration 
ver ‘and national revival. Farband extended material 
ae | aid to the first Jewish workers in Palestine, the 
bo aging of pioneering young men and women 
aca who, at the turn of the century, abandoned home 
and families to face the tribulations of a strange, 
and at that time hostile, land. 


It is a far cry from those meager beginnings 
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to the extensive and widely ramified activities 
of Farband today on behalf of Israel. In the 
Jewish National Fund, in the U. J. A., in the 
Histadrut campaign for Labor Israel, in many 
special projects Farband has made its contribu- 
tion and continues to do so on an expanding 
scale. 

But there are also other activities of Farband 
that shed .a sad light on the state of affairs in 
the world and demonstrate what little progress 
the world has made in many fields of human 
relations. A glance at some of the conditions 
that inspired Farband activities forty years ago 
amazes and depresses the observer with their 
similarity to conditions prevailing today. 

It was the end of 1912, shortly before Far- 
band obtained its Charter. The organization 
was already in existence and active in many 
fields. In line with its program of defending 
Jews wherever they are under attack, we find 
Farband conducting three separate protest cam- 
paigns in 1912 ‘and 1913. One campaign was 
directed against the infamous Bayliss trial in 
Russia which revived the medieval blood libel 
against Jews. Another protest campaign was 
directed against an economic boycott then being 
conducted against Jews in Poland. The third 
protest campaign was against the Burnett Bill 
then before Congress which aimed to restrict 
immigration into the United States. 

How familia: and modern those far-away 
protests sound’ today. For at the present time, 
while Farband is observing its fortieth birthday, 
it is engaged in protest actions against almost 
identical evils. The Burnett Bill of 1913 was 
only a threat. But the McCarran law of today 
is the law of the land, and its provisions not only 
limit immigration but also perpetuate racist 
principles directed against Eastern Europeans 
and restrict the rights of immigrant aliens and 
naturalized citizens. The boycott of the Jews 
of Poland in 1913 has its counterpart in the boy- 
cott of the Arab countries against Israel and in 
the uncertain position of the Jews in North 
Africa. Even the Bayliss trial does not lack a 
parallel today. The recent anti-Semitic trial in 
Prague as a result of which eight Jews were 
hanged for alleged participation in an “‘inter- 
national Zionist conspiracy,” and the subsequent 
drive against Jews under the guise of a cam- 
paign against “Jewish bourgeois nationalism” 
and “Zionism” in the Soviet Union and its satel- 
lites, are once again popularizing in the eastern 
marches of Europe the vicious anti-Semitic 
myth that Jews, Zionists and Israel are a menace 
to established governments. 

One might almost be inclined to despair at 
this recurring need to fight evils so similar to 








those that confronted us forty years ago, were 
it not for the great achievements and the his- 
toric triumphs that the past four decades have 
also marked in other fields. The Jewish commu-. 
nity in America, then consisting largely of 
“green,” forlorn and exploited immigrants, is 
today securely enjoying equal rights and a de- 
gree of well-being probably unmatched in the 
history of the Jewish people. Israel has become 
a reality, and the representative of the sovereign 
and independent Jewish community in the land 


Is Germany Stalling on Reparations? 


by Mordecai Shtrigler 


Art First the West German Bundestag (Parlia- 
ment) was supposed to ratify the reparations 
agreement with Israel in November, 1952. Then 
ratification Was postponed to December, then to 
January and February of 1953. Now, with 
February around the corner, there is no longer 
any definite commitment to take up the matter 
at any specific date. When the German govern- 
ment signed the reparations agreement last fall, 
official statements spoke with conviction that 
there was no doubt about the consent of all Ger- 
man parties to the agreement. But, strangely, 
as the months passed, this tone of certainty gave 
way to all sorts of qualifications and ifs and 
whethers until now the attitude of the West 
German government is enveloped in a thick fog 
of uncertainty. The passionate debates that rent 
Jewish communities throughout the world when 
the subject of reparations from Germany came 
up, have now been silenced. Those who doubted 
the wisdom of negotiating with Germany or the 
moral validity of accepting reparations from 
Germany no longer speak out. We assume that 
all ‘Jews have by now become reconciled to the 
thought. But where does Germany stand now? 
At the time Germany signed the agreement 
with Israel last fall, a false impression became 
current among Jews—and I warned against it at 
the time—that the Germans were ready and even 
anxious to pay reparations and thatthe only 
thing needed was Jewish consent to accept the 
payments. Well, it was a hard job, but Jewish 
consent was finally obtained. Then followed an 
idyllic period when the leaders of West Germany 
were praised and complimented and extolled and 
everyone awaited the early enjoyment of the 
fruits of the negotiations with Germany. Then 
we were told that only some trivial formalities 
stood in the way of the ratification of the agree- 
ment, some irrelevant routines that every dem- 
ocratic regime must adhere to. Wasn’t West 


‘ters stand now. 
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of its ancestors participates on an equal basisgnot yé 
with the representatives of other free countriesgperhag 
in the United Nations. We, 

On the fortieth anniversary of Farband its{lf the 
members. may therefore look with a justifiedfis no « 
sense of satisfaction at the achievements of theirgment, 
organiaztion during the decades that have passed, 
Farband has consistently fought injustice; it has 
exerted its efforts for every great and construc- 
tive cause; it has been a pillar of strength to 
every creative trend in Jewish life. 
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Germany a true democracy? We couldn’t ex- 
pect Adenauer, the Chancellor of West Ger- 
many, to act like a dictator, could we? Didn’t 
we want Germany to behave like a true parlia- 
mentary democracy? So, the thing to do was 
to be patient and to wait, we were told. In a 
matter of days all the formalities of a democratic 
regime would be attended to and all would be 
well. Thus the postponements were piled on 
one another from October to November to De- 
cember—and here it is February and an eeric 
silence envelops the secret date when the Bundes- 
tag will finally act. 











Diplomacy is an intricate science, and ordinary 
mortals should not attempt to probe its secret 
workings. Nevertheless there were some “im- 
practical” non-diplomats who undiplomaticallyfictims 
asked: Why didn’t Germany decide the questionfesenta 
of reparations in the Bundestag before beginnings stan 
the negotiations with Israel? Why didn’t Aden-fhent? 
auer obtain the consent of his parliament beforefeach I: 
signing the agreement? Why did the German} Onc 
authorities rush to sign an agreement to pay Ind sta 
reparations? Why did they deceive the Jewishfance 
people with the notion that everything pertain-fhe en 
ing to reparations payments was “in the bag,’ These t: 
and only then did they discover delays due tofermar 
“democratic procedures?” he est 
00k in 
e mo: 


These are idle questions. This is the way mat- 
Of course there has been no 
dearth of official assurances such as that “Ger- fade a 
many will not permit itself to be sidetracked. . .” jnbelie 
and “Germany will not break its word, it will lack o: 
not go back on its signature...” But these} Oh y 
assurances somehow never reach the crux of thehany d 
matter—when the Bundestag will finally act and hann a) 
reparations payments will actually begin. Ger- hat pay 
many is still waiting for “‘an auspicious moment” f the V 
to bring the agreement before parliament for P such 
ratification, a “moment” which, of course, has fé*man 
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basisgnot yet arrived. It may come next month, or 
triesaperhaps, next year. Who can tell? 

We, the naive non-diplomats, are perplexed. 
If the German authorities are so sure that there 
is no doubt about the ratification of the agree- 
ment, then why postpone it? 
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N ALL FAIRNESS it should be stressed that the 
German authorities are not asleep at the wheel. 
heir assurances to the Jews that “only a little 
while longer and all will be well” are frequent. 
hey are even generous with statements of an- 
other kind. We hear from them fine and noble 
words about German guilt for the extermination 
of the Jews of Europe. Why only recently the 
erman government itself erected a monument 
in memory of those who perished in the Belsen 
Bergen concentration camp, and at its unveiling 


€X-Tews were specifically mentioned as being among 
n't hose who had perished. Is that nothing? Could 

NChne ask for more? The most important German 
rlia- 


eaders participated in the unveiling ceremony. 
riendly words directed toward the Jews come 
with increasing frequency. Isn’t this proof that 
atiCfhve are rapidly reaching the goal of German- 
| befewish friendship and understanding? 

Ont But all these German declarations of friendship 
€-Bnd esteem somehow manage (delicately, of 
€T1CRourse, ever so delicately and diplomatically) to 
€S-bvade the questions: What about reparations? 
When will Germany get down to brass tacks and 
larypegin to act? It is difficult to avoid becoming 
cretfuspicious. So many kind words. So many tears 
im-fhed at the unveiling of memorials to the Nazi 
allyfictims. So many meetings with “Jewish rep- 
tionfesentatives.” But when will the Bundestag put 
1ingfts stamp of approval on the reparations agree- 
len-fent? When will the first reparations payments 
forefeach Israel? 

nan} Once again we must try to be completely fair 
pay|nd state all the facts in the case. Definite ‘‘ad- 
vish fance payments” have been made as a result of 
ain-fhe encounter between Jews and Germany. 
1g,” These take the form of friendship of and for the 
> tobermans. Its value should not be underestimated. 
he esteemed Dr. Nahum Goldmann, who par- 
pok in the purely German enterprise of erecting 
he monument to the victims at Bergen Belsen, 
hade a statement which we would have thought 
_ 2? Inbelievable, were it not that we saw it printed 
will lack on white. 

hese | Oh yes, a little known Jewish paper in Ger- 
thehany did indeed ask in whose name Dr. Gold- 
and hann appeared at the unveiling. The editors of 
jer- fat paper are naive people. Does the president 
nt” f the World Jewish Congress need prior consent 
for Pp such an appearance? He came to claim the 
has Ferman advance payment in the form of friend- 
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ly words—since the reparations payments in ma- 
terial form are delayed, let’s at least accept kind 
words. And he not only took, he also gave. It 
was touching to read in the German press 
descriptions how Dr. Goldmann waited for 
Theodor Heuss, the president of West Germany, 
how he took him in his car to the scene of the 
unveiling, how they were photographed together 
in friendly posture. Who could have foretold 
that such an idyllic scene would take place a brief 
few years after the Nazi holocaust? And on 
such an appropriate spot as Bergen Belsen? 

Dr. Goldmann spoke eloquently. He said: 
“With the unveiling of this memorial we de- 
cisively close the period of the concentration 
camps. It is in this sense that today’s solemn 
ahd melancholy act has historical significance.””* ) 

He also said that we will not forget our dead. 
But so far as the chapter of Germany’s evil is 
concerned, he was willing to cross it out from 
our memory. He concluded his address with a 
solemn declaration concerning what unites Jew 
and German, and that we must work jointly for 
a better future, etc., etc. 

Heuss, President of Germany, would not be 
outdone and also said some heart-warming words 
about the Jewish people. It was all very edifying. 

But—but what about German reparations 
payments? What will happen to the agreement? 
When will it be ratified? Why is it being con- 
stantly postponed? 


[7 MAY NOT BE POLITE to talk of such mundane 

matters as reparations in the face of the fine 
rhetoric at Bergen Belsen, but I can’t help it. 
And I have the feeling that things are not what 
they should be in this regard. The assurances 
that “‘all will be well” that we hear from Aden- 
auer are countered by reports of another kind. 
There has been talk of Arab control of the goods 
to be sent to Israel as reparations—when they 
are sent. More recently there have been reports 
that spoke of transferring the implementation 
of the reparations agreement to the UN, a step 
that would mean endless confusion, complica- 
tions and delays. There have been reports that 
the Arabs feel certain they can balk the repara- 
tions agreement, and that this certainty stems 
from promises made to them by their German 
advisors. 

The entire business of “German advisors to 
the Arabs” smacks of mystery, intrigue and 
dubious intentions. Not that we doubt the sanc- 


* “Mit der Enthiillung dieses Denkmals setzen wir 
einem endgiltigen Schluszstrich unter die Periode der 
Konzentrationslager. . . .” From a verbatim report of 
the address published in Algemeine — Duesseldorf, 
December 5, 1952. 
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tity and inviolability of German friendship for 
us. God forbid such a thought. Did not the » e pa 
German government study the matter through ons all in one, in mi 
its representatives in Cairo and announce that Ul 1Z€ 
German citizens in the service of the Arabs are . lea 
entirely “loyal”? Even the work of Germans in FA a 4 A | D ee Ea 
close proximity to the Mufti was found to be ga 
not contrary to the interests of Germany. After LABOR ZIONIST ORDER the 
a study of the situation in Cairo, the German ten 
representative, Pawelke, decided that the Ger- | In 
man citizens who act as advisers to the Arabs grt som ind 
(and these include scores of army officers who | HOSPITAL ial 7 
are reorganizing the Arab armies with the con- [Ey JUVENILE INSURANCE ae 
sent of the Bonn government) perform fine and FREE MEDICAL TREATMENT rep 
useful work. FUNERAL prcmgericancend 
It has been no secret for some time that the SUMMER CAMPS = ‘pe 
German instructors in the Arab armies are there “Sgn om 
with the consent of the Bonn government. The 9 pM cme suemvicsctaoek * 
new announcement from Bonn merely con- HAS FOR 40 YEARS BEEN 
firmed publicly that they are “loyal” to the SERVING JEWISH INTERESTS, 
: West German government. We quite agree. CULTURE AND EDUCATION; ISRAEL 
There is, for instance, still another “loyal” Ger- AND THE HISTADRUTH; 
man citizen, a certain Hjalmar Schacht, form- | ee — AND 
erly president of Hitler’s Reichsbank. He too is : : 
a counsellor to the Arab countries in financial 
matters. During his recent stay in Damascus O 
Dr. Schacht officially informed the Arabs (ac- 1 a 5 3 
cording to a Reuters report of December 19, e Ld witl 
1952) that the German government did not : a ne 
willingly sign the reparations agreement with has been proclaimed FARBAND JUBILEE ($2. 
the Jews, but that it was compelled to do so YEAR for it marks 40 years since it was $1.4 
under pressure from the foreign - occupation Sounded. for ; 
authorities, and that the true sympathies of the exch 
West German government are with the Arabs. e by a 
Of course, Dr. Schacht is merely a private “‘loy- to ft 
al” citizen and he does not represent his gov- price 
ernment. But what are we to believe? The un- YOUR PLACE IS IN FARBAND In f. 
official but definite utterances of the “loyal” ee ee en = 
Dr. Schacht? Or the vague and meaningless YOU and YOUR FAMILY gove. 
promises of Adenauer and his government who : more 
publicly admit that their “loyal” citizens colla- ¢ The organization where you find fellow- main 
borate with the Arabs and even with the Mufti? ship in a congenial environment. covet 
In this regard it may be safer to assume that ¢ The organization with an intelligent pro- — 
Schacht expresses genuine German sentiments. gram for American Jewry. ome 
We may not be so far from right if we con- | sinus 
clude that the Germans are practicing a double Mittiicms. ‘ ioe 
entry system of bookkeeping in regard to repara- 45 E. 17th St., New York 3, N. Y. : 
tions to Israel. They encourage the Arabs to CLIP Octane: H cae 
protest against the payment of reparations and AND Without obligation on my part send | 4 vr 
simultaneously use these protests as an alibi for | mam, | Myst oratin shout your ar.) 480in 
postponing the payments—we would like to TODAY! (JF) | No 
pay, but the time isn’t ripe; look at the vehe- Name | Febru 
ment opposition of the Arabs. 1 Address | whicl 
' : 
1 City Econc 
E WILL NOT now discuss reparations from 1 Occupation Age........... 1} Ment 
East Germany. East Germany has a brutal | Phone No receip 
taskmaster among whose crimes the refusal to H Married (] Single 1] — 
or t 
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pay reparations is perhaps the least. East Ger- 
many acted simply and bluntly—it “national- 
ized” the remaining Jewish property. But at 
least we never deluded ourselves in regard to 
East Germany. Representatives of Jewish or- 
ganizations did not go there to flatter them and 
the world was not assured about their good in- 
tentions. Austria, too, has acted consistently 
in regard to reparations. Vienna authorities did 
indeed mumble for a time about reparations 
payments, but soon realized that it wasn’t even 
necessary to pay lip service to the cause of 
reparations. 

No, we cannot complain against East Ger- 
many and Austria. Both these countries were 
brutally and cynically frank. It was West Ger- 
many that has signed a reparations agreement 
and embarked on a barter in brotherhood. The 
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moral whitewashing of the Germans in the 
eyes of the world has been largely accomplished 
as a result of this agreement. But when it comes 
to implementing the agreement, the Bonn gov- 
ernment is “not at home.” 


It is hard to say with any degree of finality 
at this time whether the Bonn government will 
finally come across with reparations payments 
or not. But it is high time to demand of the 
Adenauer government that it desist from the 
game of procrastination. The German game is 
becoming ever more suspicious, even as German 
talk is becoming more saccharine. Jewish or- 
ganizations must call a halt to the fog of vague 
German promises and demand concrete action 
in place of the flood of syruppy sentiments 
emanating from Bonn. 


Israel's New Economic Policy 
by Ben Halpern 


Er eeaer, ISRAEL’s “New Economic Poli- 

cy” was inaugurated in February, 1952, 
with the anouncement of several drastic changes: 
a new triple exchange rate for foreign currency 
($2.80 per Israel pound for subsidized imports, 
$1.40 for tourists and “institutions,” and $1.00 
for investors) ; a forced loan carried out by an 
exchange of new Israel currency for old and 
by a draft against bank deposits; and a decision 
to replace the cost-plus system of industrial 
price-fixing by a system of “tenders” or bids. 
In fact, however, the so-called NEP set in with 
several earlier policy changes: for example, the 
government had long before begun to bring 
more and more of its extraordinary expenses— 
mainly military— under the ordinary budget, 
covered by taxation, instead of under an extra- 
ordinary budget, covered by the government’s 
domestic credit. Thus in April 1951, the gov- 
ernment could announce that it would no longer 
issue new Treasury bills, and by late Autumn 
1951 it ended the issuance of 14 year govern- 
ment Land Bonds — indicating an increasing 
tendency to balance government expenditure 
against its income, instead of relying on infla- 
tionary devices. 

Nor did the policy changes inaugurated in 
February, ’52, mark the end of the readjustment 
which is being carried out under Israel’s New 
Economic Policy. Not long ago, the govern- 
ment published its anticipated foreign currency 
receipts for a year, side by side with the foreign 
currency expenditures which it had budgeted 
for the same period. The two were, of course, 


in balance so that if actual expenditure stays 
within the budget a limit is placed on reliance 
on foreign as well as domestic credit. Recently 
the government let it be known that changes 
in the foreign exchange rates set up in February 
were contemplated. One of these, already an- 
nounced, gives tourists one Israeli pound for 
each dollar they convert, instead of the 720 
prutah per dollar they formerly received under 
the old rate of $1.40 to IL 1. It is expected also 
that certain foods (such as sugar’ and meat), 
subsidized under the exchange rates of February 
1952, will be transferred to a lower dollar value, 
reducing or eliminating the subsidy. Finally, 
while the government has had to assure the 
public that it is planning no new forced loans 
through calling in old currency in exchange 
for new, it is going ahead with plans for a levy 
or compulsory loan from real estate holdings, 
to match that drawn from bank deposits in 
February. 


HAT IS THE COMMON PURPOSE of this some- 

what bewildering array of economic mea- 
sures? Put in crude terms, as I heard a leading 
government economist put it, it is a simple mat- 
ter. The government felt that too much money 
in the pockets of the population was bringing 
about inflation so the’ New Economic Policy 
was introduced in order to empty the people’s 
pockets. This purpose was most obvious in the 
case of the forced loans. When turning in IL 10 
of old currency, Israelis got back only IL9 of 
the new, the remainder going to the government 
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as a loan. The same reduction in value applied 
to bank deposits (above an exempted mini- 
mum), with the 10 per cent deduction going 
to the government as loan. Assuming that the 
government would not use its 10 per cent im- 
mediately for current expenditures, this meant 
a substantial reduction in the amount of money 
in circulation; hence, also, less willingness to 
buy at any price. If now the government goes 
through with its plans to take a forced loan 
or (alternatively) levy a tax on real estate, part 
of the population will find itself again short 
of funds. Some real estate may even be forced 
on the market, with a tendency to lower prices. 

It is obvious that replacing a “‘cost plus” sys- 
tem by a system of competitive bids is also cal- 
culated to deflate prices. The previous system, 
an inheritance from wartime days when it was 
essential to expand production regardless of ex- 
pense, tended to fix prices at a level that covered 
the costs of relatively inefficient firms. This, 
too, was a sort of restrictidn, when even higher 
prices could be got on the black market, in view 
of the shortage of goods and the relative plenti- 
fulness of money in the public’s pockets. But 
the new policy of price-setting is, in pririciple, 
a far more effective, and rigorous control. Since 
about 90 percent of Israel’s foreign currency 
comes into the hands of the government,* the 
bulk of imported raw materials have to be 
bought with government allocated funds. Thus 
the government can ask for “tenders” not only 
when ordering its own supplies. It can call for 
bids to produce various goods for the public— 
cloth, clothing, shoes, furniture— and grant raw 
materials to the lowest bidder, requiring other 
producers to meet the price for the finished pro- 
duct set by this bid if they too wish to obtain 
raw materials. 

The purpose of the monetary phase of Israel’s 
NEP was also deflationary, but its operation 
was much more indirect and complicated. Take, 
for example, the threefold rate of exchange. 
What happened when the government estab- 
lished, in regard to Israelis, a new rate of $1 to 
IL 1, instead of $2.80 to IL 1? One of the first 
results was the withdrawal of government sub- 
sidies from Israelis wishing to travel abroad or 
to send their children abroad for study. Foreign 
airlines, shipping companies, and universities, of 
course, require payment in their own currency, 
and as long as the $2.80—IL 1 rate was main- 
tained the government supplied dollars for these 
purposes at the official rate—that is, at a subsi- 
dized rate, in relation to the international money 





* The remaining 10 per cent is mainly made up of 
the share of foreign exchange which exporters are allowed 
to retain out of their profits. 
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market. The NEP at one blow raised the ex- 
penses of foreign travel and study threefold for 
Israelis, for in order to get $300 for a trip to 
America they now had to pay IL 300 instead of 
IL 107. To the extent that the maintenance of 
an official rate of $2.80 for the pound was in- 
tended to subsidize Israelis, the aim was not, of 
course, to subsidize them in such “‘luxuries”’ as 
foreign travel and study. The purpose was rath- 
er to supply basic foods and other commodities 
at a low price. Hence, for some commodities, 
like sugar, meat, flour and wheat, the subsidized 
rate of $2.80 was maintained even under NEP. 
But it was not merely travel and foreign study 
to which lower rates of $1.00 and $1.40 were 
allowed to apply. One of the results of the new 
rates was to double or triple the price in Israel 
pounds of many imported items. Thus the 
somewhat paradoxical, immediate result of the 
new deflationary policy was to inflate nominal 
prices. However, the expectation was that at 
the new higher prices (and in view also of the 
sudden forced loans which tapped the pockets 
of the public) Israelis would “voluntarily” de- 
cide not to travel or study abroad, and of to 
buy certain imported goods which suddenly 
rose sharply in price. What was aimed at was 
a sort of deflation by boomerang. 


T° WHAT EXTENT has the New Economic Poli- 

cy succeeded? The first effect of the forced 
loans was to cause a sharp reduction in the 
amount of currency in circulation, which had 
been rising steadily and rapidly before then. 
Today this figure has risen again to about the 
same point that it was in February, 1952. But 
in the meantime the other phases of the NEP 
brought about a large rise in prices. Conse- 
quently, as far as the public is concerned, there 
is far less spending money available. Moreover, 
the end is not yet in sight. When higher prices 
are allowed for rationed commodities—mainly 
foods—in the near future, the pinch will be felt 
yet more severely. But no one can claim yet 
that we have in Israel a ‘‘buyer’s market.” The 
trouble is that even with the relative scarcity of 
money, and the inability of many people to buy 
“luxuries” like apples or dates at the present 
exorbitant prices, most of what is available for 
sale here is so limited in quantity that it is fairly 
sure to be bought by somebody. The NEP has 
deflated the pocket-book, true enough, but the 
crucial question is when will it begin to expand 
production. High prices may be a way to stop 
Israelis from spending their money recklessly, 





but it is no way—unless the exchange rate of 
the Israel pound is still further devalued—to, 
increase exports. What is still to be found is a 


Jan 


way 
Isra 

T 
that 
to 1 
plus 
prec 
was 
grou 
thec 
it i 
poir 
fror 
actu 
deny 
proc 
was 
(ma 
or n 
of « 
cons 
stitu 
who 
treat 
to tk 
tion 
the. 
and 
ciall: 
prod 
in a 
duce 
and 
subsi 


Ess: 
I 
than 
fic n 
cient 
and 
balar 
be st 
or tc 


exch: 
tain 





wig 
under 
ly ney 
at its 
impor 
going 
rency 
to im: 
no mz 
bourse 
Israel 
and h 
Israel’ 








rere 


ew 
rael 
the 
the 
inal 
at 
the 
<ets 
de- 
+ to 
nly 


was 


oli- 
ced 
the 
had 


1e€n. 


But 
JEP 
nse- 
rere 
ver, 
ices 
inly 
felt 
yet 
The 
y of 
buy 
sent 
for 
irly 
has 
the 
and 
stop 
ssly, 





> of 
—to, 
is a 


JaNuaRY, 1953 


way to expand, cheapen, and make more efficient 
Israel’s productive economy. 

The only phase of the New Economic Policy 
that bears directly on these problems is the plan 
to introduce competitive bids instead of “cost 
plus” as a basis for pricing goods.* But this is 
precisely the portion of the New Policy which 
was most cautiously put into effect. The very 
groups who were most in favor of competition, 
theoretically, proved most hesitant in applying 
it in practice. The Manufacturers Association 
pointed out that what Israeli industry suffered 
from most was that so little of its capacity was 
actually in production, and they argued that to 
deny work to high cost firms would only reduce 
production. In fact, the new system of tenders 
was applied to a certain number of industries 
(mainly large industries producing basic goods 
or materials) but by no means to all. The case 
of each industrial branch seems to have been 
considered individually, and competition was in- 
stituted only in the healthier branches. The 
whole field of agriculture was given special 
treatment, in view of the fact that (in addition 
to the usual uncertainties of agricultural produc- 
tion) there was such wide divergence between 
the productivity of old, well-established farms, 
and the new settlements, whose importance so- 
cially and strategically outweighed their high 
production costs. Agricultural prices were set 
in accordance with the costs of “medium” pro- 
ducers; high, efficient producers derived a profit; 
and new farmers were granted a compensating 
subsidy to cover their higher costs. 


ESSENTIALLY, the success or failure of the New 

Economic Policy depends on factors other 
than those affected directly by its various speci- 
fic measures. The first essential for a more effi- 
cient and productive economic life in Israel— 
and this alone can slowly attain an economic 
balance and solvency—is that production should 
be steady and full, not subject to interruptions, 
or to partial use of equipment, because, foreign 
exchange difficulties make it impossible to ob- 
tain needed raw materials. To achieve this the 


* The devaluation of exchange rates which took place 
under NEP was essentially ineffective, and was undoubted- 
ly never intended, as a means to stabilize the Israel pound 
at its free market price. As long as Israel continues to 
import so much more than it exports, there are always 
going to be some who will pay a premium in Israel cur- 
rency in order to get foreign exchange, and it is hard 
to imagine any official exchange rate for the Israel pound, 
no matter how low, which would not be undersold on the 
bourse. Moreover, the amount of buying and selling of 
Israel pounds in the Geneva bourse is said to be very small, 
and has little to do with the financing of the bulk of 
Israel’s imports and exports, 
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government must succeed in its announced plan 
of balancing foreign exchange income and ex- 
penditures, and reaching a balance at such a 
point that enough can be spent on imported 
raw materials to keep export industries running 
continuously and at a high rate. Granted this 
condition of steady employment of industrial 
plant, other essentials for efficient production, 
like management reforms and improved labor 
attitudes and skills, can be achieved. Under 
present chaotic conditions the continued de- 
mands for higher labor productivity and more 
rational industrial management have little more 
than rhetorical effect. 


At the present stage of the implementation of 
the New Economic Policy more and more peo- 
ple are beginning to argue in terms like those 
just outlined. Politicians in the right wing op- 
position who concern themselves with economic 
questions still like to claim that everything in 
Israel could be set right by more free enter- 
prise. They have developed a most interesting 
(one might say, an inverted) defense of laissez- 
faire—specifically for Israel. Their basic premise 
is that with 90 per cent or more of foreign ex- 
change in the hands of the government, the 
remainder can safely be left uncontrolled, since 
in any case it does not really determine the true 
value of the Israel pound in foreign trade. They 
have thus directly reversed the ordinary liberal 
position, that economic activities—prices, rents, 
interest rates, wages—should be determined by 
free international competition, for their argu- 
ment is that since all this is determined in Israel 
anyway without reference to the international 
money market, Israel can afford to let the bourse 
have free play with the negligible proportion of 
economic activity which it can influence. The 
advantage which would be attained, they say, 
is the familiar panacea for Israel’s ills which we 
have long heard: private investment in large 
doses would be encouraged and Israel’s economy 


healed. 


RECENTLY, HOWEVER, new critics of official 

policy have been heard, precisely from 
among Mapai ranks, and their approach is 
significantly different. The NEP itself was a 
result of such questioning in Mapai circles; but 
the process of reexamination seems to be even 
more vigorously alive now that it is possible to 
summarize the first results of NEP. Among such 
critics, the Mapai maverick, Eliezer Livneh, and 
the writers in his magazine B’terem are the most 
vocal. They begin: by casting doubt on the ma- 
jor assumption\which was common to both 
right and left economists hitherto, that the basic 
difficulty Israel faces today is insufficient invest- 
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ment.* Their contention is that Israel has al- 
ready received fairly near the amount of invest- 
ment capital which was considered necessary 
to absorb the immigration that has been ad- 
mitted. The difficulty has been, they say, that 
the funds received were not rationally used. 
Not only was too much spent in “non-produc- 
tive” areas— feeding and clothing immigrants 
in camps, public works, such as afforestation and 
road-building which employ workers but bring 
no return; but they also urge that even the 
funds spent on productive equipment were mis- 
spent. If less had been invested in machinery 
and industrial buildings, they say, and more 
spent on raw materials to keep fewer factories 
running, the gap between imports and exports 
would be smaller today and the country far 
nearer solvency. What is needed, they conclude, 
is not so much (or not mainly) more investment, 
but better planning of the use of capital imports. 

Whether or not their argument is justified in 
detail, several factors incline the public (as well 
as the government) more and more to a similar 
attitude. As long as Israel expected a continuing 
huge rate of immigration, the main thing was 
to get a large enough capital import to keep 
everyone employed and to speed construction, 
leaving the question of a self-balancing economy 
to be solved later. More immigrants, it was ex- 
pected, would somehow or other be accompanied 
by more investment funds. At that time the 
capital inflow was so impossibly small in relation 
to the rate of immigration that a discussion of 
the productive use of available funds could only 
seem academic. On the other hand, Israel still 
had its foreign assets — sterling balances — to 
draw on and was not forced to calculate closely 
its chances of repaying loans. The situation is 
quite different today. The problem of repaying 
debts, however minor the amounts due, has been 
a serious concern to the Israel government for 
the past two years. On the other hand, Ameri- 
can grants-in-aid and the expected German re- 
parations (added to other sources) have placed 
the government in command of sums which for 
the first time bear a reasonable relationship to 
its calculated expenses for absorbing the exist- 
ing number of immigrants. But, at the same 
time, the government knows that it has ex- 
hausted about all the avenues of public capital 
investment available, and has probably reached 
nearly its maximum yield from each of these 
sources: inter-governmental loans and grants, 


* Mapam economists, to be sure, claimed that no ex- 
ternal sources of investment were needed, but they also 
held that the main difficulty was insufficient investment 
except that they advocated a capital levy on local wealth 
as the means to get funds for planned investments. 
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reparations, public contributions and bond pur- 
chases. Finally, net immigration in the past 
year has been virtually at a stand-still; and the 
accumulating difficulties of already initiated in- 
dustrial investments have become recurrently 
acute. Thus the public and the government are 
both compelled to listen when criticism (par- 
ticularly from Mapai circles) calls for more far- 
reaching economic planning, as a further step 
beyond the already initiated NEP. 


HAT NEW MEASURES are in the making—and 
when they will mature—is difficult to fore- 
tell. For one thing, it depends on what new po- 
litical combinations Ben Gurion can make in 
the situation created by the resignation of Agu- 
dat Israel from the government. But in any 


case changes in policy can only confirm and . 


stabilize the new moral relationship between the 
government and the people which has been 
growing up over the past several years, and to 
which the NEP was an outstanding contribution. 

The very name by which the policy changes 
of February 1952, are popularly known pro- 
vides an unmistakable clue to their moral signi- 
ficance. We in America must always remem- 
ber about Israel that the predominant element 
here is still the generation brought up in the 
literature and ideological climate of Russian So- 
cialism. They still think in the moral categories 
of that tradition, modified, to be sure, by their 
own specific experience in Israel. When this 
public chooses the name NEP to designate a 
change in economic policy, it signifies not only 
a turn to economic liberalism but also to ideo- 
logical-moral laxity—or at least to a relaxation 
of ideological-moral rigorism. 

The government of the State of Israel inheri- 
ted its moral orientations from the Socialist 
Zionist labor movement. Its leadership was the 
leadership of the Histadrut, and they regarded 
their own duties to the people, as well as the 
people’s duties to their historic mission, in terms 
of the same moral categories as governed the 
thought of the Histadrut. Thus, the govern- 
ment like the Histadrut was obligated to main- 
tain the people on a decent, rising level of com- 
mon welfare; and, moreover, it was the govern- 
ment’s obligation to maintain a more or less 
equal level for all the people, at least to the 
extent of making a fairly high minimum level 
available to everyone. To this one must add that 
the government’s responsibility extended not 
only to the people already in Israel, but to all 
Jews anywhere who might decide or could be 
induced to come to Israel. The people, on the 
other hand, like the members of the Histadrut 
and particularly their ideal exemplars, the mem- 
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bers of kibbutzim, were expected to be ready 
at all times to act and endure in whatever man- 
ner and to whatever extent was found neces- 
sary (by the government) in order to carry 
out the national mission of self-ingathering. 


THE FIRST APPROACH of the government to its 

economic problems was more or less in line 
with such a moral-ideological attitude. The poli- 
cy of open doors for all Jewish immigrants was 
followed with magnificent, large-hearted daring 
—and with a bold confidence that Israel Jewry 
could discipline itself to bear the consequences, 
whatever they might be, and Diaspora Jewry to 
cover the incalculable expenses. In this spirit, 
the government imposed by administrative 
means an extreme “austerity” regime, exhorting 
the people to cooperate willingly, and went for- 
ward with great projects for which the funds 
had to be urgently gathered together, crisis by 
crisis. The longer range question of Israel’s ulti- 
mate solvency and economic equilibrium was 
approached in the same direct—or, if you will, 
bullheaded — manner. Recognizing clearly 
enough that Israel’s inflated price and wage level 
stood in the way of any program to expand ex- 
ports, the government tried by administrative 
methods to control and cut prices and lower the 
costs of production in Israel. Rationing, alloca- 
tion of materials, and price controls were in- 
stituted, prices were ordered cut, and with them 
that part of wages which rose on the escalator 
of the cost-of-living index; and imports were 
controlled to prevent the waste of Israel’s funds 
on luxury goods. 


In its first attack on the problem, the govern- 
ment met with remarkable success. Despite the 
overwhelming numbers of immigrants, the gov- 
ernment and the Jewish Agency were able to 
carry out a continuous movement from the 
camps to permanent settlements or temporary 
employment. Somehow or other, even though 
by desperate measures, the necessary minimum 
of funds were found. The settled Israeli popula- 
tion, accepting almost unanimously the aim of 
mass immigration, submitted more or less will- 
ingly to the severe restrictions of austerity. It 
was even possible by purely administrative 
means to lower the price level considerably; and 
since the Histadrut, loyal to the government, 
accepted successive wage reductions as the. cost- 
of-living index dropped, the deflationary effort 
seemed to acquire a more solid basis. 

But very soon the government ran into the 
iron limits of any economic policy relying chief- 
ly on moral suasion and loose supervision, not 
backed by either private interest or the tightest, 
close-knit discipline. There was, first of all, the 
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demonstration that the amount of capital in- 
flow, from intergovernmental sources as well as 
from free contributions and loans by Jews, had 
its limits; and those limits were reached short 
of the amount of foreign exchange needed for 
Israel’s foreign expenditure. As a result the 
government (and the “institutions” — Jewish 
Agency, Jewish National Fund and even United 
Jewish Appeal) was forced back on short-term 
loans and other financial operations. But here 
at once one left the climate of unlimited mutual 
commitments and entered the moral sphere of 
limited, calculable claims and obligations. The 
government knew that there is only a very 
limited and minor margin of elasticity arising 
from good will that it could rely on in relations 
with foreign banks, and that it was safer all 
around to meet its obligations promptly. Nor 
were its experiences with Jewish private inves- 
tors greatly different. The very same men who 
were usually free-handed with their donations 
to the cause insisted on assurances that they 
would be able to reclaim full value and the 
going rate of return on any funds they com- 
mitted to Israel as investment. The Israel pop- 
ulation could be called upon, for example, to use 
the local currency in the country without re- 
gard to its value on the international money 
market. But foreign investors could by no man- 
ner of moral suasion be convinced that they 
ought to be satisfied with less than their money 
was worth elsewhere. The various schemes of 
special rates for “imports without payment,” 
and so on, that were used to encourage foreign 
investment had a twofold effect, extending not 
merely to foreign investors but to Israelis. In 
the first place, they raised the authorized Israeli 
price for such things as building materials when 
used for private, and not government-subsidized, 
construction and thus created an inflated, side 
by side with a deflated, sector of the economy. 
Secondly, they established for one sector of the 
economy a negotiated and _ business-patterned 
relation between the government and the pub- 
lic, side by side with the authoritarian and fa- 
mily-patterned relation which was still main- 
tained for the other sector of the economy. 


‘THE GOVERNMENT EVEN FOUND that its own 

domestic policies were having much the same 
unintended effect. On the one hand, an attempt 
was made to lower prices and costs administra- 
tively. On the other hand, the government it- 
self had to adopt policies which in several fields 
could only lead to inflation. Heavy expenditures 
on the armed forces and on development plans 
to absorb the huge immigration could only be 
covered by the government’s credit. The army 
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obviously produced nothing with which to re- 
pay the sums the government had to borrow 
from the economy for its support, and a good 
part of the public works of the development 
plan also yielded no marketable economic pro- 
duct. The result was a large flow of money to 
the public, not accompanied by an equivalent 
flow of goods. The attempt to control this situa- 
tion administratively and by moral preachment 
was peculiarly difficult: the official ration was 
exceedingly small, and the official prices were 
accordingly soon paralleled by far higher prices 
on a black market. Even the government’s at- 
tempt to establish equality between various im- 
migrant groups contributed to this situation: 
Oriental communities, not accustomed to some 
of the foods included on the ration as basic food 
requirements necessary for health, sold them at 
black market prices to Ashkenazim in order to 
buy more of the commodities in their own diet. 

Some of the most painful paradoxes of the 
situation occurred in the absorption of immi- 
grants. When some countries and Jewish com- 
munities took advantage of the rule of free im- 
migration simply as a means to relieve them- 
selves of the burden of their aged and sick, and 
their public charges, Jewish Agency quarters be- 
gan to have second thoughts on the matter. The 
government, too, found that its full employ- 
ment policy (as usual, running over into a state 
of “‘over-employment”’) with the aid of public 
works and deficit financing was defeating its 
own ends. Artificial prosperity made many new 
immigrants flock to the cities, refusing agricul- 
tural work—in some cases abandoning newly 
established settlements. 


The situation put a peculiar strain on those 
who were accustomed to respect in the main the 
demands of the moral-ideological regime. If 
they tried to abide by the established rules, they 
found often that even the meagre supplies 
promised were not actually available. A severe 
drought and a low crop, together with the re- 
current foreign exchange crises, reduced the 
available rations below. the tolerable minimum, 
and at the same time encouraged diversion of 
goods to the black market. It was hard to resist 
a cynical turn of mind if one accumulated 
money and ration points one could not use, while 
all around flourished a black market or, (moral- 
ly, even worse) an officially recognized system 
of privileged markets for foreign investors and 
recipients of packages and scrip. Even apart 
from the mood of cynicism, the purely economic 
effects of inflation led to a breakdown of the 
system. Prices had to be allowed to rise on the 
legal market, even if they continued to lag far 


behind the black market. The breakdown of 
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the system became completely obvious when 
the last stronghold of moral ideological rigorism, 
the Histadrut itself, capitulated. After a long 
effort to hold labor to the line of self-denial, 
the Histadrut was compelled to demand wage 
increases. At first, it was possible to restrict 
the scope of these rises,-but in January, 1952, 
the Histadrut executive approved a wide range 
of demands for 10 to 15 percent wage increases. 
Shortly afterwards the New Economic Policy 
was proclaimed. 


F’8oM THE MORAL-IDEOLOGICAL point of view, 

the main significance of NEP was its largely 
successful attempt to overcome the black mar- 
ket by taking it into camp—on the time- 
honored political principle, “If you can’t lick 


em, join ’em.” The main effect of the forced - 


loans and the staggered monetary devaluation, 
as it is felt now at a distance of almost a year, 
has been such a rapid rise of the price level, to- 
gether with so sharp a contraction of purchas- 
ing power, that the black market in many com- 
modities is hard put to it to stand the competi- 
tion. A chance factor which enormously aided 
this transition was that the drought of the pre- 
vious year was followed this year by bountiful 
rains and a large crop, including for the first 
time the produce of newly cultivated Negev 


lands. This made it possible to take off rations. 


and release from low fixed prices many food- 
stuffs. The psychological result of the new situa- 
tion thus created was a considerable release from 
the moral tension between the ideal demands 
of the authorities and the limits of the public’s 
spontaneous cooperation. We have seen recent- 
ly the remarkable sight of some Israeli house- 
wives petitioning Dov Joseph to put certain 
commodities back on rations. 

It is a striking fact that the fairly drastic eco- 
nomic measures of February, 1952, did not call 
forth any such measures of resistance from the 
public as accompanied earlier policy changes. 
The exchange of currency and the forced loan 
proceeded smoothly and quietly. The merchants 
who suddenly had to pay the government con- 
siderable sums for inventory already in their 
stores because of price rises did so without any 
demonstrations like the strike which broke out 
at the time when clothing was put on rations. 
It may be that the very fact these new burdens 
were imposed so generally and anonymously— 
and hence did not imply any moral fault in a 
particular group against whom they were di- 
rected—and so obviously for reasons of expedi- 
ency rather than of principle, eased the public 
acceptance of them. Nobody considered these 
measures as, let us say, a long overdue catching- 
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up with a particular class of malefactors of great 
or little wealth; nor did any group resent them 
as singling them out for particular punishment. 
Everyone realized that what was happening was 
an unpleasant but unavoidable economic reck- 
oning for everybody—and each group got busy 
trying to cushion its own particular shock as 
best possible. 

The government itself had no clear idea of 
the possible scope of its policy’s effects. It knew, 
for example, that its own payroll would increase, 
and budgeted a reserve fund to cover that and 
other unpredictable expenses—but the payroll 
increase has apparently taken a. considerably 
greater share of the contingency fund than was 
expected. Another illustration is the fund the 
government uses to pay Israel pounds to insti- 
tutions and otherwise turn over hard currency. 
It was obvious that the lower value of the pound 
would require an increase in that fund, but one 
reason why the government now intends to 
raise the domestic price of certain rationed foods 
is because the amounts it has to pay in return 
for hard currency are greater than expected, and 
the government must get more Israel pounds 
for its own use. It is not surprising, therefore, 
that the government should show understanding 
for the efforts of others to cushion the shock 
on them of the NEP. What has been going on, 
consequently, is a sort of adjustment of eco- 
nomic policy by negotiation between interested 
parties, instead of a moral demand by the gov- 
ernment followed by spontaneous or enforced 
cooperation by the public. 

The Manufacturers Association succeeded in 
having the system of price-setting by competi- 
tive bids instituted gradually and from case to 
case. In the period of rapidly rising prices, the 
Histadrut succeeded in having wages increased 
in line with the cost-of-living at more frequent 
intervals than the regular quarterly adjust- 
ment. There isa concerted pressure on the gov- 
ernment from all quarters. to readjust the in- 
come tax schedules to a situation where IL 1500 
annually is no longer relative wealth but a bare 
minimum for an Israeli family. 

What will be the economic outcome of the 
NEP and the revisions that may follow remains 
to be seen. But it has already brought about 
a clear decision on another point: the relations 
between the government and the public are no 
longer expected to be patriarchal, moral rela- 
tions. If the traditional moral ideology of 
Socialist Zionism is to continue to shape Israeli 
society directly, it must find its chief bearers 
once more in other quarters than in government. 
The lesson that Israelis are rapidly learning is 
to give to Caesar only what is Caesar’s. 
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Kfar Uriel-Village of the Blind 


By Alfred Joachim Fischer 


Fz MINUTEs by car from Tel-Aviv lies Kfar 
Uriel. Kfar means village and Uriel Light 
of God. This name has symbolic signifteance 
since Kfar Uriel is the only village of the blind 
in the world. 

Situated off the main road, Kfar Uriel has a 
more prosperous air than most other settlements 
for new immigrants. The prefabricated wooden 
houses, each with a small veranda, were imported 
from Austria. With each house goes a vegetable 
plot, kept by the wife or children of the blind 
householder. 

A tall, broad-shouldered man came to meet us 
with firm and rapid steps, accompanied by his 
dd Prince. He is Dr. Nissim Hagel, mayor of 
Kfar Uriel. It was certainly the right thing 
to entrust this heavy responsibility to one who 
knows the problems of the blind from his own 
experience. Hagel, aged 43, was not born blind. 
He came from Poland where he had been a law- 
yer in Warsaw. In 1939, he fled to Lemberg. 
There he joined the Soviet Army in 1941. In 
1943, Dr. Hagel was wounded by bomb splint- 
ers. Thus began his ordeal. Gradually he lost 
his eyesight. Time and again doctors tried to 
save his sight but always in vain. In 1946, al- 
ready virtually blind he came to Berlin, where 
the “Association of Jewish Invalids” called in 
specialists to restore his sight at least partially. 
The attempt failed. 

Together with his wife whom he married in 
- 1944, Dr. Hagel came to Israel. Pending the 
completion of the Village of the Blind, he not 
only learned Hebrew, but also prepared himself 
for the duties of mayor, which now consume 
all his time. 

Sixty-five percent of the villagers are Yeme- 
nites. Hardly any of them ever worked before. 

The most difficult préblem, as Dr. Hagel tells 
us, was not the actual training period of six 
months required to teach them a craft. The 
Yemenites are by nature industrious, and their 
lack of general education is often compensated 
by an extensive Jewish education. It was much 
harder to overcome their deep-rooted mistrust 
towards each other and towards strangers. This 
attitude has now changed largely due to the 
sympathetic interest shown by the outside 
_ world. For example, 10 watches for blind were 
received in Kfar Uriel as a gift from a woman 
oculist in Switzerland. After prolonged discus- 
sion, they were distributed by lot, and the lucky 
winners wear them with pride. Some radio sets, 


records, gift vouchers, and last but not least 
a tape recorder were also sources of happiness. 
These were mainly contributed from Switzer- 
land and America, in some cases by Christian 
friends. 

Despite the large Yemenite majority, the vil- 
lage council of seven members consists of three 
Yemenites, two immigrants from Poland and 
one each from Bulgaria and Yugoslavia. It be- 
came clear as time passed that the Yemenites 
have more confidence in European Jews, whom 
they entrust errands in town, than in their own 
countrymen, or in other Oriental Jews. On the 
whole, they are on good terms with Jews from 
the Balkans and Poland. 

More recently a certain amount of social con- 
sciousness has gained ground in their ranks. In 
one house I saw a sick Yemenite, whose Yeme- 
nite fellow-workers voluntarily worked one ex- 
tra hour each in order to cover the difference 
between the basic wage for temporarily dis- 
abled workers and his normal earnings for piece 
work. To students of oriental mentality this is 
a sensational departure. Each inhabitant of Kfar 
Uriel belongs to a trade union and thus benefits 
automatically from Health and Social Insurance. 


HAT IS THE PRINCIPAL occupation of Kfar 

Uriel’s 75 families? In answer to this ques- 
tion, we were shown round the workshops. The 
manufacture of mattresses is perhaps the most 
lucrative line, and the foreman told us with 
pride that an average of 1000 mattresses were 
produced each week. The first room is occupied 
solely by Orientals, most of them unskilled. Sea- 
weed from Algiers twisted into plaits is kneaded 
and prepared as stuffing for the mattresses. 
Workers in this room make up to LI 2 per day. 
(A substantial restaurant meal costs 0.50, a loaf 
of bread 0.10, and a rationed egg 0.05.) 
Throughout Kfar Uriel people work at piece 
rates. The hum of sewing machines came from 
the next room, where partly blind or unhandi- 
capped relatives make the mattress covers. The 
very large room looks like a real factory. Peo- 
ple sit at long tables where they fill the mattress 
covers with the seaweed, sew them up by hand 
and add the finishing touches. We walked round 
the tables. But for their sightless eyes or dark 
glasses, these workers would be no different from 
any others. Their movements are sure, though 
a slight. nervousness is noticable. We learned 
that they moved into this workshop only a few 
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days before, since the old one was no longer 
adequate. They still have to be shown to their 
respective places, but in a few weeks this phase 
will have been overcome. Earnings in this room 
range between LI 2.5 to LI3, a day which is 
also the average in the other branches of 
production. 

People from six different Oriental and Euro- 
pean countries work here side by side, earning 
their own living instead of relying on charity. 
The teaching of Hebrew has forged a linguistic 
bridge which increasingly removes misunder- 
standings. A few enthusiasts have even taken 
up Braille. Since families cook for themselves, 
conflicts on account of diverse diets and culinary 
habits do not exist. 

The blind of Kfar Uriel met their fate in very 
different ways. Some suffered from trachoma, 
the prevalent Oriental eye disease, which is cur- 
able only in its initial stages. Others are vic- 
tims of the war, of dangerous labor service in 
mines and gas factories, removal of bombs 
(without adequate protection), of the ghettos, 
as well as of German and Arab pogroms. A sur- 
prisingly small minority was born blind. 

A former concentration camp inmate from 
Poland threads colored strands of bast up and 
down the weaving loom, producing mats and 
bags. He retains 20 per cent of his sight so that 
he can distinguish not only light and shade but 
even different colors. 

Skilled hands weave bright patterns in the 
looms. Since the weavers cannot rely on their 
eyes, it means constant and conscientious count- 
ing of threads. Counting is also essential in mak- 
ing seats and backs of chairs out of hemp. 

Brushes, brooms, waste-paper baskets and car- 
pet-beaters—the standard products of Blind So- 
cieties throughout the world—are on order for 
months ahead. Our attention was caught by 
the special dexterity of a woman making a wick- 
er basket. She is one of the six blind women 
whose husbands are also blind. 

“Is it possible to run a household without 
outside help?” I inquired. Dr. Hagel took me 
into the house of one of these families. On the 
bed sat the husband’s mother, also blind. The 
doctor, suspecting hereditary blindness, strongly 
advised the couple against having a baby. They 
disregarded him and were overjoyed when their 
child was born with healthy eyesight. With a 
proud gesture, the grandmother indicates the 
cot. This house ranks as one of the cleanest in 
the village. The blanket lies as straight as on a 
soldier’s bed. The most critical eye could not 
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the other houses. An electric hot-plate is easier 
to handle for blind people than a primus stove. 
The latest achievement, however, is the refriger- 
ator. These were the first signs of prosperity. 
A delegation of the villagers went to the office 
with a sum of LI 7,000 saved up and demanded 
the purchase of refrigerators. A further LI 7,000 
was likewise deposited during the same year and 
used for additional equipment and installations 
to facilitate the lot of the housewives. 

An important institution has been created in 
the form of two cooperative shops. Another suc- 
cessful feature are the kindergartens where chil- 
dren aged 3-6 are not only looked after during 
the day, but also given meals. Bright furniture, 
pictures and lots of toys offer them a happier 
world than most of their parents had ever 
known. 

Five-year-old Dalia Hagel playfully welcomed 
her father whose sure sense of orientation was 
a constant source of wonder to us. Like most 
Europeans, he hesitated at first to let his child 
associate with oriental playmates whose appear- 
ance was less well-kept. The good results soon 
converted him. Apart from their dark and 
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sometimes much prettier looks, the oriental chil- 
dren do not differ from the rest in regard to 
cleanliness and health. Their parents pay no 
fees, to encourage them to send their children 
to the kindergarten with its two trained nurses. 
There is an average of three children in each fa- 
mily, and during the last year a new one was 
born in all Yemenite families, in one case even 
twins. 

Large families have their advantages. The 
older children take care of the garden and the 
animals, while their mothers do jobs which only 
people with eyesight can perform. Each house- 
hold has a few ducks, turkeys, chickens and 
sometimes a goat. Artificial irrigation improved 
the vegetable yield in Kfar Uriel, the sale of 
which adds at least another LI 1 to their daily 
earnings. 

When Kfar Uriel was opened in 1950, scep- 
tics warned against this novel experiment. So 
far it has proved successful. Its success may in- 
duce consideration whether a village of this type, 
with self-administration and responsibility, does 
not provide a healthier and happier environment 
for disabled people than a closed institution. 


Tito's Record Toward the Jews 


by David Alkalai 


HE POLITICAL and ideological struggle that 

rends the world is frequently marked by the 
use of unfair methods. Lately, for instance, the 
followers of the Cominform have hurled the 
charge of anti-Semitism against the Tito regime 
in Yugoslavia. I feel duty-bound to present the 
situation in its true light, because the attitude 
of the Yugoslav government toward Jews and 
toward Israel has been creditable and reflects 
sincere sympathy and a desire to maintain 
friendly relations. 


It is not true that in 1941 Tito forbade the 
acceptance of young Jews into the ranks of the 
Partisans and that the Nazi extermination of 
the Jews in Yugoslavia in 1941-2 was facilitated 
by such a prohibition. The resistance movement 
in Yugoslavia was basically anti-fascist and 
welcomed all fighters. Many young Jews served 
with the Partisans, and a great number of them 
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fell in the struggle. The first act of anti-Nazi 
resistance in Belgrade — the firing of a German 
truck — was carried out by a member of Ha- 
shomer Hatzair. Another member of this or- 
ganization threw a bomb into the officers’ club 
in the capital of Montenegro which killed a 
number of Italian officers. 


The extermination of the Jews of Yugoslavia 
took place in 1941-2, at a time when the Par- 
tisan movement was just getting into action. 
The Yugoslav Partisan movement came into 
existence in July, 1941. In August, 1941, all 
the Jewish men in Serbia were put in concentra- 
tion camps. In November of that year, Tito’s 
forces were compelled by the enemy to retreat 
from Serbia, and by December all Jewish wo- 
men were also put in concentration camps. 


There were many Jews among the Partisans. 
Their number would have been greater still if 
the Jews had had a clear conception of what 
awaited them at the hands of the Nazis. But 
the Germans were masters at fostering illusions 
among their victims. Moreover, the Partisans 
mostly operated far away from the areas of 
Jewish concentration and it was not easy to 
break through to them. If there were among 
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the Partisans persons who did not understand 
the situation and criticized the Jews, they did 
not reflect the views of the liberation movement 
as such. There is also no ground for the con- 
tention that young Jews liberated from camps 
were thrown into the front lines without train- 
ing or equipment and were consequently slaugh- 
tered. Everyone knows that partisan warfare 
is marked by rapid, unexpected and dangerous 
moves. Tens of thousands of fighters were 
thrown into battle and lost their lives. I do not 
know of a single instance of the loss of an en- 
tire Jewish group in battle. If there were such 
instances, I do not doubt that there was no 
choice but to give battle at an unexpected mo- 
ment. Not one of the Partisans who returned 
from the war has claimed that the attitude 
toward the Jewish fighters differed in any way 
from that toward any others. 


THERE Is ALSO NO GROUND for the charge that 

the Partisans opposed military actions aimed 
at liberating Jews from concentration camps, 
especially the Hungarian Jews working in the 
mine at Bor. The concentration camps for Jews 
were located in large cities (Belgrade, Nish) or 
in areas where there were no strong Partisan 
units (Yasanovo-Gakovo and others). In 1941 
the Partisans liberated the concentration camp 
for Jews near Nish, but this liberation lasted 
only a few hours after which they were forced 
to retreat. The Partisans called upon the camp 
inmates to flee with them, but the latter hesita- 
ted. This was another case of the tragic situa- 
tion which the Jews had to face. Jewish families 
did not want to leave behind the old and the 
sick. Only a small number went with the Par- 
tisans, and the rest, more than a thousand per- 
sons, stayed behind and were exterminated .a 
few days later. Tito’s troops liberated the Jew- 
ish concentration camps in the area of Italian 
occupation and transferred their inmates to free 
territory. Of these many are now in Israel _and 
can testify to the attitude of the Partisans. The 
late author H. Gottlieb praised the deeds of 
the Partisans in a series of sketches and stories 
that were published in the Hebrew press. 


As far as the Bor mine, where about two 
thousand Jews from Hungary worked, is con- 
cerned, it is located in northern Serbia. It should 
be remembered that the Partisan movement was 
defeated in Serbia in November, 1941, and Tito 
was compelled to retreat to Bosnia. In 1942-3 
most of the Partisan units fought under difficult 
conditions in the mountains of Bosnia and Mon- 
tenegro, far away from Serbia and Croatia where 
the concentration camps were located. It was 
then that the Jewish population was being sys- 


21 


tematically exterminated. The small Partisan 
units that remained in Serbia and Croatia were 
only capable of acts of sabotage which could not 
help the doomed Jews. When the Partisans cap- 
tured Bor in 1944 they liberated the surviving 
Hungarian Jews, though the majority had been 
murdered by the Nazis at the time of their 
retreat. 


The crimes committed by the Nazis, the fas- 
cists and their Yugoslav collaborators were care- 
fully studied for years by various government 
commissions in which many Jews, lawyers and 
judges, were represented. All the materials re- 
garding crimes against the Jews have been gath- 
ered. A volume containing the evidence about 
the crimes against the Jews was scheduled for 
publication in August, to coincide with the un- 
veiling of memorial monuments to the martyrs. 
At the Nurenberg trials Yugoslavia was repre- | 
sented by Dr. Albert Weiss, a university pro- 
fessor and chairman of the Union of Jewish 
Communities in Yugoslavia after the war. Some 
years ago the Yugoslav government published a 
large volume dealing with the Nazi crimes 
against Jews in the Voyvodina district that had 
been occupied by Hungary. All other publica- 
tions dealing with Nazi crimes contain facts 
about their crimes against the Jews. 


SURVIVING JEWs returning from concentration 

camps were returned their possessions so far 
as these could be found and identified. I know 
of many instances when Jews were given articles 
from the “Enemy Property Fund.” | Stores, 
shops, tools and goods were returned whenever 
located. During the first months following the 
liberation there were some obvious difficulties 
in this regard. There were also persons who were 
not willing to return Jewish property, as was 
the case in other European countries.’ Some 
reactionaries had gained positions in the govern- 
ment and tried to make such restitution diffi- 
cult. But the government fought such tenden- 
cies. Jewish communities were given heirless 
Jewish property for distribution among the 
poor. As early as 1945 a law regulating proper- 
ty questions was passed. Immovable property 
belonging to communities that had been wiped 
out was put at the disposal of the Union of 
Jewish Communities, 

There are no restrictions on Jews in the new 
Yugoslavia, and they can attain the highest posi- 
tions in the country. Thousands of Jews were 
employed in the various government enterprises 
until the mass emigration to Israel. Those who 
remained in the country retained their govern- 
ment positions, whether high or low, irrespec- 
tive of their communist affiliations. Jews were 








22 


4 





given autonomy in matters of Jewish life and 
cultural work was developed. Since the estab- 
lishment of Israel this work was distinctly na- 
tional in character. 

No Zionist organization was set up and no 
Zionist propaganda, in the formal sense, was 
carried on. Zionists in Yugoslavia felt that it 
was better to make minor concessions and to 
collaborate with the Communists in order to 
avoid a terrible ideological warfare such as 
raged in Rumania, Bulgaria and Czechoslovakia 
and resulted in the liquidation of the Zionist 
press and organizations and finally in anti-Zionist 
trials and imprisonments. Zionist activity was 
carried on in Yugoslavia, first in the form of 
large-scale assistance to illegal immigration to 
Palestine under the Mandate and later in the 
organization of mass emigration to Israel. Joint 
Distribution Committee was the only foreign 
organization that functioned in cooperation 
with a special relief commission that was set 
up by the Union of Jewish Communities. The 
authorities did not interfere in JDC’s relief dis- 
tribution. No other organization enjoyed such 
a privilege. JDC’s activity was concluded in 
accordance with the decision of the Union of 
Jewish Communities at the end of 1949, after 
the third wave of emigrants left for Israel and 
there was no longer any need for relief. Mr. 
White, JDC’s representative, was received by 
Tito and awarded a medal of honor. 

Anti-Semitic propaganda in any form is pro- 
hibited in Yugoslavia. Early this year the news- 
paper Lublianski Zvon published an anti-Semitic 
article. This was the first such incident in the 
eight years of the existence of the new Yugo- 
slavia. The four year occupation of the coun- 
try by fascists had left its venomous influence. 
Public opinion protested against the above- 
mentioned article and the paper and its editors 
were punished. The Yugoslav press publishes 
reports from Israel written in a friendly and 
appreciative vein. 


From 1945 untix the establishment of Israel, 

Yugoslavia was a thoroughfare for illegal im- 
migrants to Palestine coming from many coun- 
tries and camps. More than 20,000 persons thus 
passed through Yugoslavia as ostensible Italian 
and Greek “repatriates,” or boarded the vessels 
of Haganah in small Adriatic ports. Yugoslav 
border guards openly aided these illegal immi- 
grants by letting them cross a “‘no-man’s-land” 
on the Greek border. The Yugoslav secret po- 
lice looked the other way when they learned 
about the illegal migration. In our talks with 
the authorities we were frank. We could not 
very well claim that the young people making 
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their secret way to Israel were survivors of 


Nazism. These were fighters going to Israel. 
The Yugoslav authorities understood this very 
well. There is no doubt that the aid of Yugo- 
slavia during the deciding days of Israel’s fight 
for independence was ‘very valuable, and the 
authorities of Israel appreciate its worth. 

Four main waves of migration to Israel from 
Yugoslav occurred so far. The fifth group is 
scheduled for this fall. Jewish emigration from 
Yugoslavia to Israel depends on the Jews them- 
selves. It will continue as long as Jews want to 
go to Israel. Normally such freedom to emigrate 
should not deserve special praise. But we have 
learned to value this freedom when we compare 
it with conditions prevailing in some other 
countries which forbid Jews to leave or delay 
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their departure for years. It is also important 
to note how Jews of Yugoslavia leave. Their 
baggage is not limited to what they can carry 
in their hands, nor are they searched to the skin. 
They are free to take with themselves whatever 
they have. The Yugoslav authorities are particu- 
larly gracious in arranging formalities. By al- 
lowing this emigration Yugoslavia is relinquish- 
ing the services of many specialists — engineers, 
doctors, officers, high ranking officials — which 
the country could use to advantage. It is the 
rule that anyone wishing to go to Israel may do 
so. This emigration has been defined as “‘expul- 
sion” in certain quarters; it should be pointed 
out that there are large numbers of Jews in 
certain countries who would welcome such 
“expulsion.” 
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Get Clarified, Mr. Lamont 
by Shlomo Katz 


SOVIET CIVILIZATION, by. 


Corliss Lamont. Philosophical 
Library, N. Y. 433 pp. with in- 
dex. 1952. $5.00. 


ORMALLY THERE WOULD BE no 

point in reviewing in this 
magazine a book by Corliss La- 
mont on the Soviet Union. Why 
waste time and space? His posi- 
tion on the subject has been too 
well-known. If a man insists on 
facing eastward (toward the 
Kremlin, not the Temple site in 
Jerusalem) three times daily and 
intoning Holy, Holy, Holy, that 
is his business, but it requires no 
comment after he does so for the 
thousandth time. 

But this is an exceptional sit- 
uation. For one thing Mr. La- 
mont was a candidate for U. S. 
Senator from New York during 
the recent elections. Then, too, 
there have been rumors that Mr. 
Lamont is different, that he doesn’t 
just toe the communist party line, 
that he is almost a heretic and a 
freethinker. 

Well, I read his book, and I am 
willing to give him an unqualified 
certificate of kashruth, so far as 
the party line is concerned. All 
he needs perhaps is a little clarifi- 
cation on a couple of items. 


No, the rumors about his devi- 
ation from the communist party 
line are vile slanders against a true 
progressive, a Trotzkyite smear, a 
wreckers’ plot. If Mr. Lamont is 
guilty of anything, it is of being 
old-fashioned. There was a time 
when even card-carrying com- 
munists used to bait their hook 
with phrases like, “I am willing to 
admit that the Soviet Union might 
have made a mistake,” and im- 
mediately prove that the mistake 
was really a stroke of genius. That 
was long ago. This particular line 
lost its vogue when it proved in- 
effective and misled no one. La- 
mont still employs this coy and 
seductive approach. This is one 
item he should get “clarified” 
about. The communist movement 
is tough, cynical and practical 
above all else. When communists 
give up a certain technique of 
making a pass at the political vir- 
tue of innocents, they know what 
they do—that technique is out- 
dated; it brings no results. They 
know better than Corliss Lamont. 

For instance, in his book Lamont 
describes Soviet foreign policy and, 
well, it is indescribably good— 
but . .. “The Soviet invasion of 
Finland in the fall of 1939 was 
certainly an act of aggression and 


a terrible mistake.” (p. 312) But 
only a couple of paragraphs later 
he cites all the Soviet alibis for this 
act of aggression and triumphantly 
states that Finland’s later “hateful 
partnership” with Germany in the 
war on the Soviet Union proves 
that “it [Finland] was scarcely 
the pure-hearted little democracy 
which anti-Soviet propagandists 
had painted it.” The argument 
sounded familiar. It took this re- 
viewer a full second to recall the 
twin to this argument. During 
the Nazi extermination of the 
Jews, a certain leading Nazi was 
asked why Jewish babies were al- 
so .being exterminated. He an- 
swered: We murder their parents. 
If we let the babies grow up, they 
will hate us and be our enemies. 
He was right in his reasoning. 
Neither was it surprising when 
the people of Finland did not ex- 
actly love Russia after its wanton 
aggression against them. As far 
as the rest of the Soviet territorial 
aggrandizement goes, Mr. La- 
mont offers the usual communist 
hodgepodge. The Baltic states 
were taken because they had 
been part of the Czarist em- 
pire. Galicia was taken because 
it is inhabited by Ukrainians. Part 
of East Prussia was taken because 
Germany was an enemy. Part of 
Finland was taken for strategic 
reasons. Part of Czechoslovakia 
was taken because. . . Where the 
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Alan Cleaver, like entire nations or 
peoples today, is trapped by a con- 
spiracy to keep all outside information 
away from him, and coerced through 
a diabolical combination of hypnotism 
and bribery to believe in the unbeliev- 
able. What he achieves may be taken 
as a symbol of what individuals and 
peoples can do in such circumstances. 


* “At once suspenseful and intellec- 
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merits is the lightness and ease with 
which it treats symbolically of some 
very important matters.” 
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Soviet Union is concerned Mr. 
Lamont likes his bread buttered 
on all six sides. 


LOOKED THROUGH the index for 

“Jews.” Who knows, I thought, 
perhaps Lamont can tell us what 
happened to the Jews of the Soviet 
Union? Perhaps he knows what 
happened to the vanished Jewish 
authors, to the obliterated Jewish 
literature and press? What hap- 
pened to Birobidjan? 

Alas, in this regard, too, he is 
way behind the times and repeats 
the communist line of twenty 
years ago. He still talks of Biro- 
bidjan as an Autonomous Jewish 
Region and maintains that Yiddish 
is the official language of the dis- 
trict. He has not heard of the 
cultural genocide finally carried 
out in the Soviet Union against all 
manifestations of Jewish group 
and cultural life. He is so far 
behind the times that he still says 
that “the Soviet government dis- 
courages all religions in the U.S. 
S.R.” That isn’t so, Mr. Lamont. 
Don’t you read The New World 
Review or Jewish Life? Don’t you 
know that according to the latest 
line religion is okay in the Soviet 
Union? Has poor Rabbi Solomon 
Schleifer of Moscow been forced 
to tell all progressive delegations 
that the Kremlin permits matzoth 
for Passover without your hearing 
of it? 

When it suits Mr. Lamont, he 
can be as tough as any of the rest 
of them. Speaking of “Soviet 
Ethnic Democracy” he mentions, 
without wincing, that the Soviet 
Government dissolved four auton- 
omous republics (Volga German, 
Chechen - Ingush, Crimean and 
Kalmyk) during the war and 
transferred their entire popula- 
tions to other parts of the Soviet 
Empire. The alibi is that these 
nations were pro-German and dis- 
loyal to the Soviet government. 
The Volga German population was 
removed before the Germans came 
near their territory. (Incidentally, 
they had been living in Russia for 
more than a century and a half.) 
Mr. Lamont does not say when 
the others were moved. He does 
say that the Volga Germans (men, 
women, children, all of them) 
were moved to “a remote, though 
fertile, region in south central 
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Siberia.” (p. 100) This was, of 
course, very kind of the Soviet 
government. Though it would be 
interesting to know what became 
of these populations, how they 
were cured of their disloyalty, by 
what means. We have heard no 
confessions lately from the Cri- 
mean Tartars or the Kalmyks. 
What is most shocking is that 
Mr. Lamont (who but for the 
grace of God and the common 
sense of New York voters might 
now have been a Senator) does 
not even bat an eyelash at the 
mass exile of entire nations by the 
Soviet government. Surely not all 
the Volga Germans, not all Tar- 
tars, not all the Kalmyks were dis- 
loyal. There were old men and 
children among them, old women 
and infants. There were commun- 
ists among them. Were they too 
disloyal? Isn’t it the depth of 
racism to condemn entire nations 
without a single exception? The 
most reactionary, lily-white ante- 
bellum “southern gentleman” was 
a model of racial fraternalism in 
this regard when compared with 
Lamont. Oh, yes, there was one 
other regime that condemned an 
entire people without exception— 
the German Nazi regime thus con- 
demned the Jewish people as a 
whole. The difference between the 
two regimes? The Nazis con- 
demned all Jews to death; the 
Soviet regime condemned the 
above-mentioned ethnic groups to 
exile to an unnamed “remote, 
though fertile, region in Siberia.” 
Let us hope that Mr. Lamont is 
a greater expert on soil fertility 
than on justice in human relations. 


ND FINALLY Korea. Here Mr. 

Lamont really goes out on a 
limb. He specifically states, “It 
seems probable to me that the 
North Koreans were guilty of the 
initial aggression...” (p. 334) 
But though blaming North Korea 
he hastens to absolve the Soviet 
Union of guilt. And this, after 
all, is-a book about the Soviet 
Union. But another slip of Mr. 
Lamont’s pen is really unforgiv- 
able. He states: “What is abso- 
lutely certain is that on the after- 
noon of June 25 [the day the 
fighting in Korea began] the U.N. 
Security Council, with the Soviet 
delegate absent, passed a resolution 
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calling for an immediate cessation 
of hostilities and for the with- 
drawal of the North Korean forces 
to the 38th parallel.” 

This, Mr. Lamont, is indeed 
heresy. This is capitalist, imperial- 
ist propaganda. Even a child ia 
its crib knows that the State De- 
partment through John Foster 
Dulles instigated the attack on 
peace-loving North Korea; that 
American imperialists — wanted, 
planned and are prolonging the 
war in Korea, that the armistice 
negotiations in Korea were com- 
menced at the suggestion of Jacob 
Malik, representative of peace-lov- 
ing Russia, that the U. N. is domi- 
nated by American imperialism. 
Don’t you realize what you have 
done, Mr. Lamont? You have said 
in so many words that if the 
American dominated U. N. had 
been listened to on the day of the 
outbreak of the fighting in Korea, 
there would have been no tens of 
thousands of American dead, no 
millions of Korean casualties, and 
that on that crucial day the U. N. 
representative of the peace-loving 
Soviet Union saw fit to stay home. 
Try and follow your own facts to 
their logical conclusion and see 
what a “war-monger” you will 
turn out to be. 

You should know better than to 
mention the facts of the past. It’s 
dangerous. You might even slip 
up and say that Trotzky was not 
what some people say he always 
was. The thing to do is tg read 
today’s editorial in the “progres- 
sive” press and not think back. 
Then you-can’t go wrong. 


Come, come, Mr. Lamont, get 


clarified! 
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JewisH FRONTIER 


NEWS OF THE MONTH 


Anti-Jewish Offensive 
In Moscow 


The major communist assault on 
the Jewish people, after the Prague 
Trial, came in Moscow. Nine doc- 
tors, six of them Jews, were 
charged with murdering high- 
ranking Soviet leaders and plan- 
ning the murder of still others. 
“It was established with the help 
of documents, inquiries, statements 


by medical experts and confes- - 


sions,” reported the Soviet Tass 
News Agency that these men had 
been paid agents of the Jewish 
Joint Distribution Committee (an 
American Jewish philanthropic or- 
ganization). JDC _ issued its 
“orders” in the United States. 
These were transmitted to the 
Moscow doctors by Shimelovich, 
one of the accused doctors, and 
by the “well-known bourgeois na- 
tionalist, Michoels.” ‘Though at 
this writing the accused doctors 
have not yet been tried, the So- 
viet press and the communist press 
throughout the world have re- 
doubled their attacks on ‘“Zion- 
ism,” “Jewish bourgeois national- 
ism,” Israel and Jewish organiza- 
tions in the free world. 


It is interesting to note the back- 
ground of some of the accused 
Jewish doctors. Dr. Vovsi is the 
brother of Solomon Michoels, for- 
mer director of the Yiddish State 
Theater in Moscow, a member of 
the now liquidated Jewish anti- 
Fascist Committee of Moscow and 
otherwise a prominent figure in 
the Soviet cultural hierarchy. 
Michoels—together with the now 
vanished Yiddish poet (Colonel) 
Itzik Feffer—visited the United 
States in 1943 to “arouse” the 
anti-fascist sentiments of Ameri- 
can Jewry. This trip was made at 
the behest of the Soviet govern- 
ment. Michoels was never before 
accused of “bourgeois nationalist” 


tendencies He died under mysteri- 


ous circumstances in Moscow in 
1948. Some reports stated that 
he had been liquidated by the So- 
viet secret police; others said he 
had been killed in a traffic acci- 
dent. But despite the mystery 





surrounding his death, his reputa- 
tion as a good communist had not 
hitherto been questioned. Now he 
is being accused of having been 
a paid agent of JDC prior to his 
death five years ago. 

Dr. Shimelovich, another of the 
accused, has long been head of the 
largest hospital in Moscow and 
never actively engaged in politics. 
But he is the brother of Itzchak 
Ben Zvi, president of Israel, who 
left Russia nearly fifty years ago 
to settle in Palestine. Shortly after 
the Moscow doctors were indicted, 
the Soviet press was deluged with 
other hostile reports of an anti- 
Jewish nature. A group of Jewish 
doctors in Minsk were accused of 
dishonest practices in the form of 
giving each other medical author- 
izations to take long vacations in 
resort areas. In the Uklaine “Kap- 
lans and Greensteins” were singled 
out in the press as examples of 
corruption. In Moscow a “Cohen” 
was pilloried as a new Fagin abus- 
ing children for his personal gain. 
In Soviet Lithuania “Zionist 
agents” were discovered to have 
infiltrated the country’s political 
and economic bodies. “Zionism” 


and ‘Jewish bourgeois national- 


ism” were suddenly found every- 
where in the Soviet Union assidu- 
ously working to undermine the 
regime by the most dastardly 
means. 


Israel Attacked 


Israel came in for its share of 
the assault. Teachers’ Gazette, or- 
gan of the Soviet Ministry of Ed- 
ucation, attacked “hysterical Zion- 
ism” and declared that the “bosses 
of the Jewish state sold for dollars 
their country to the American 
imperialists.” Other Soviet pub- 
lications quickly caught on and 
published editorial attacks of their 
own. The anti-Israel propaganda 
campaign was also stepped up in 
the satellite countries. 


East Germany Follows Suit 


In East Germany the Socialist 
Unity (Communist) Party ac- 
cused Paul Merker, former mem- 
ber of the Politburo, and others 


of being part of a “Titoist-Trot- 
zkyist-Zionist” conspiracy against 
the regime. Merker’s crime con- 
sisted in urging the restoration to 
Jews of property seized from 
them by Nazis and favoring fi- 
nancial assistance to Jews emigrat- 
ing to Israel. f 

In Poland Jews have been forced 
to hold meetings attacking Zion- 
ism and pledging unqualified sup- 
port to the regime. In Hungary 
the Jews of the border city of 
Szeged have been deported to other 
areas because their home city pre- 
sented too many opportunities for 
“an easy evasion”—flight abroad. 
Escape 

It is virtually impossible for 
Jews to flee from the Soviet 
Union and most of the satellites. 
East Germany is an exception to 
this rule because in Berlin the So- 
viet and western lines are easily 
crossed. Though the number of 
Jews in East Germany is small, 
amounting to only a few thou- 
sand, a steady stream of Jewish 
refugees has been reaching the 
western zones of the city. Promi- 
nent among the escapees is Dr. 
Leo Zuckerman, former assistant 
to East German President Wilhelm 
Pieck. The East German commu- 
nist party promptly branded him 
a “Zionist spy.” His crime—‘“try- 
ing to force Soviet zone Jews to 
band together in a Jewish com- 
munity to receive aid from the 
Joint Distribution Committee.” 
(JDC offices in New York denied 
any knowledge of Dr. Zucker- 
man.) 


Reaction in Israel 


The anti-Jewish campaign in 
the Soviet Union has had immedi- 
ate and powerful repercussions in 
Israel. The entire country—with 
the exception of the small group 
of communists and their fellow 
travellers — violently denounced 
the Soviet campaign as a “blood 
libel.” Knesset debated the sub- 
ject in stormy sessions. When the 
communist representative, Shmuel 
Mikunis, declared from the Knes- 
set rostrum that the accused Mos- 
cow doctors were guilty as charged, 
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the storm of protest that followed 
prevented him from continuing 
until he retracted his statement. 


Israel Rokach, the new Minister 
of the Interior, announced that 
statements published in support 
of the Moscow libels would be con- 
sidered hostile to the Jewish peo- 
ple, and journals printing them 
would be suspended. Under this 
rule the communist daily Kol Ha’ 
am of Tel Aviv was later sus- 
pended for ten days. 


The Executive Committee of the 
Histadrut—General Federation of 
Labor—ruled that no communists 
could hold office in the organiza- 
tion, though individual commu- 
nists who are members of Hista- 
drut would not be expelled and 
their rights to employment and to 
Histadrut benefits would not be 
revoked. 


The left-wing party Mapam, 
which suffered severe internal 
strains after the Prague trial—at 
which Mordecai Oren, a promi- 
nent Mapam leader “confessed” to 
being a Zionist spy—collapsed 
under the blow of the Moscow ac- 
cusations. Moshe Sneh, the most 
extreme leftist in the organization 
(formerly a prominent General 
Zionist in Poland) was expelled 
and set out to form a splinter party 
of his own. What was left of Ma- 
pam was rent by differences of 
opinion that threatened to develop 
into further splits. Mapam de- 
manded that Sneh and his follow- 
ers be expelled from Knesset be- 
cause they no longer represented 
Mapam’s point of view. But under 
Knesset rules it is impossible to 
exclude a member at the request 
of his sponsoring party and he 
maintains his seat until the next 
national elections. 


No Break in 


Diplomatic Relations 


Despite these developments Is- 
rael did not contemplate breaking 
off diplomatic relations with the 
communist countries, Moshe Sha- 
rett, Israel Foreign Minister, de- 
clared on January 22. He pointed 
out that “The anti-Semitic and 
anti-Zionist policy of Moscow can 
be taken as a clear indication that 
the communist leaders have en- 
tered a new stage in preparing 
their countries for war.” However, 
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it was believed in some capitals 
that Moscow might take the lead 
in breaking off diplomatic_rela- 
tions with Israel. 


Reaction in the U.S. 


In the U. S. the wave of pro- 
tests against communist anti- 
Semitism has been mounting in 
volume. Newspaper editorials con- 
demned the new anti-Jewish moves 
in strong terms. Statesmen and 
church leaders all over the coun- 
try voiced their condemnation. 
Many protest meetings have been 
held and more are being organ- 
ized. An attempt was made to 
present a statement of protest to 
Soviet ambassador Georgi Zarubin. 
He refused to see the delegation. 
The Soviet embassy was thereupon 
picketed. In New York members 
of Zionist groups picketed the 
offices of the communist Daily 
Worker and Morning Freheit. Pro- 
fessor Raphael Lemke, author of 
the Genocide convention that has 
been endorsed by many countries, 
called upon the UN to bring 
Genocide charges against the So- 
viet Union, and his call was echoed 


by many leading persons and 


publications. 


On the Periphery 
Of the Iron Curtain 


The few Jews remaining on the 
far periphery of the Iron Curtain 
are taking advantage of the time 
left them to go to Israel. Close 
to 700 Jews from all parts of the 
world now in Hong Kong will de- 
part at the rate of 50 a month. 
At the western end of the com- 
munist empire Bulgaria has not 
yet barred its doors for the exit 
of Jews. Only a few thousand still 
remain in this country and an 
average of 70 of them leave for 
Israel monthly. The government 
of communist China has asked the 
foreign Jews to leave the country. 
These are nearly all in Shangahi. 


First Stage of Israel 
Irrigation Project Completed 


Israel’s major irrigation project 
to water its now dry waste lands 
will take ten years te complete. 
On December 28, 1952, the first 
stage of this project was finished. 
The plan: calls for the construc- 


tion of a huge earth and rock dam - 
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120 feet high and 222 feet: thick 
at the base across the outlet from 
the Beit Natufa plain. When com- 
pleted this dam will impound a 
lake 20 square miles in area. Water 
from the headwaters of the Jordan 
will be diverted to fill this lake. 
This water will then be piped to 
the southern, arid, parts of the 
country. The first step in this 
project called for the construction 
of the 500 foot dam to a height 
of 36 feet and the installation 
of powerful pumping machinery 
along the Jordan. 


Highway to Sodom 


Another major engineering de- 
velopment project was completed 
when the last rocky obstacles were 
blasted away on January 7, and 
the road from Beer Sheba to Sodom 
at the southern tip of the Dead 
Sea was opened to commercial 
traffic. Prior to Israel’s war of in- 
dependence the minerals of the 
Dead Sea were extracted at both 
the northern and southern ends of 
the Dead Sea. Those from the 
southern end were then shipped 
by boat to the northern shore and 
then by truck and rail to Jerusa- 
lem and Haifa. 

The northern end of the Dead 
Sea is now in the possession of 
Jordan and the huge mills that 
refined the chemicals have been 
destroyed. For the past five years 


it was impossible to resume the- 


work at Sodom because there was 
no highway by which to move 
the chemical riches of the Dead Sea 
to the Mediterranean ports. The 
completion of the Beer Sheba-So- 
dom highway will make it possible 
to resume the work and will con- 
tribute greatly to Israel’s econo- 
mic well-being. 


The construction of this high-. 


way presented unusually difficult 
engineering problems because it 
had-to drop 2,500 feet within a 
distance of forty-eight miles. At 
one point the road had to drop 
270 feet in a distance of 750 feet, 
necessitating numerous serpentine 
curves. The work was accomp- 
lished almost wholly by recent im- 
migrants most of whom had never 
done hard physical labor before. 


Jet Planes for Arabs 


Jet planes are being provided 
by England to Egypt. The govern- 
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ment of Israel has protested against 
this to the United States, Great 
Britain and France. In 1950 these 
three powers undertook to dis- 
courage an arms race between Is- 
rael and the Arab countries. The 
‘acquisition of jet planes by Arab 
countries jeopardizes the security 
of Israel, since it is obvious that 
this type of weapon is not needed 
to maintain order within the Arab 
countries. Great Britain replied 
that the transfer was being made 
under the terms of its treaty with 
Egypt, a strange reason in view 
of the fact that Egypt has repu- 
diated the treaty. 


More Nazi War 
Criminals Freed 


One hundred and twenty four 
German war criminals, headed by 
former Nazi Field Marshal Wil- 
helm List, who have been serving 
sentences imposed by U. S. courts 
have been released under a Christ- 
mas amnesty order. One hundred 
and seven of thése had been origin- 
ally convicted for “killing Jews” 
and similar offenses. 
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SIX MILLION IN PAID BONDS 
Our Quota for 1953 


Israel Bonds provide the people of Israel with raw materials, tools and machinery to 
build Israel’s industry and to achieve economic independence. JOIN IN PARTNERSHIP 
with the men and women of Israel in building a sound and productive future. 


Israel Bonds are Doing Big Things in Israel! 
More Bonds Will Do Bigger Things! 


Israel Bonds are building Israel NOW. Newly discovered natural resources are being 
developed. Thousands of acres are producing farm products.) THERE MUST BE NO 
LET-UP! 1,500,000 Jews of Israel stand behind the State of Israel. They have skill, 
energy, courage and determination. WHEN YOU BUY AN ISRAEL BOND you lend the 
people of Israel the means to finance their economic undertakings. You share in their 


struggle and in their success)s THEY WILL PAY YOU BACK WITH INTEREST! 
eee 


To the Members of the Labor Zionist Movement in the U. S.! 


We closed the year 1952 with over 11 million dollars paid, representing 88 per cent cash 
on account of our commitments. 


© 48,000 members and friends bought Bonds! 
@ Are you one of them? 
© You bought a Bond in 1952! 


BUY MORE IN 1953! 
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